Jerusalem, Palestine 
October 7, 1929 



Dear Polka: 

Wo hare a nice large second floor room at the American colony here In 
Jerusalem* The Amerioan Colony is a group of people who have bean out hero for many 
years. About fifty years ago a proup of Americans headed by a Chioag* men named 
Spafford, came to await the coming of the Lord here in Jerusalem. They waited many 
years and He did not come so they had to get to work to aupport them*aIrea. How tho 
old people are gona and the second generation are in charge, and they have a prosperous 
bit of work here end there. They here s lovely place here where they take in tourists 
in season and out of season, and Brother Jacob (Spafford) is one of the very best 
ruidea in all Jerusalem. Some of them keep s store for eelling curios, and some take 
care of the farm and dairy, and tome sell Buiok oars. They are a hard working lot and 
cimpIt in thtir living tnd art therefore prosperous* Thii generation no longer wilt* 
for ths coming ef Jesus, but try to live es He would have then live. It is s lovsly 
place to stop. 

Juot out of tho window wo can look over to the minaret only about 200 feet off, 
there the mnxzhein comes out to (£▼« the call for prayer to tho Moslem world around. 

It is a ourioua ain^song call aaally recognised once it ia heard. Just below ia a 
yard where the Arabs sometime stop for the night with their camels, and in the morning 
we can hear the camala grunt in protest at bding loaded up to start again, end the 
donkeys b&ing to let all the world know they are ooming. There is a tale that once 
upon a time the donkey did not talk. Father rioeh got ready the ark and gathered in ell 
the animals and waited for the rains. One day when the donkey went out for a walk the 
rains began and when he oame back to the ark Hoahhad already taken in the gang plank. 
Thinking he was going to be left ho called out aa loud as ho oould Uo-oh-oha-ahhh-O- 
Noo-oo-ahhh-Noahhh". So Nosh came end let him in because ho oould not stand hearing 

him plead. 

Here in the streets of the East we see oemel oarevane and donkey earevano and 
then motor caro passing them all. Sometimes we see a horse, but mostly camels or 
donkeys. Of course in tho towns they have horses and carriages, but on the road we 
see other boasts mostly. Out here they often havo three donkeys leading the way for 
tho string of camels. The natives call it the League of Nations. The thrse donkeys 
•r« the three great power* that control the League - England, Prance end Italy* Of 
course the long caravan* that come across tho desert do hot have e donkey to lead. 
Coming across the desert in Turkey, we saw oho caravan at rest in the middle of tho 
day whloh had a hundred and fifty camels. From the train windows in Turkey we slso 
■aw an ox cart, the same kind that hae been used for thoussnde of yesra. I asw one 
being hitched up at one place. Tho tongue of the carrwaa propped up, the man caught 
one ox by the ear, led him over end letting down the yoke fastened the chain under 
his neck. Then he caught the ear of the other ox, led him around and hooked his chain 
to the yoke, and that was all there was to it. TThen they move the creaking of the 
large wooden wheels sounds like lost souls in purgatory, or what I imagine they might 
sound like. 

Just now the weather is quite cool. Jerusalem Is quite high up in the hill* 

and there is usually a good west wind blowing in from the Mediterranean See »nd it 

is quite cool. The other day wa went up to Naiareth and the Sea of (Jellies, and down 
by the seaside where it vras 681 fast below sea level it was nice and warm. However, 
on the trip up we had to put on coat*, put a rug over our knees and then wap a great 
big cape around Maud and me to keep u* from blowing away. Themen even oondesoended 
to put on their overcoats. It was warm enough when we stopped but while we were 
moving it was frightfully cold. Most of the time we were tearing around hairpin 

curves going up or down the side of a hill. This country i* just one hill after 

another, end another on the other side of that. True, one oen etend at the Deud Sea 
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and see Mount Hermon at the other end of the country a hundred and fifty mile* away, 
and one can stand on top of Tabor and see the Sea of Galilee and the Mediterranean* 

Tffp eould see the Mediterranean Sea from the top of Nazareth Hill* It is a very tiny 
plaee and incidents of the Bible times are made clearer by knowing that the distances 
are bo small* We spent a night at Tiberias, the only city left on the shores of 
Galilee* It was a new town when Jesus was a young man* We went up to whet is 
supposed to be the site of Capernaum. We arose early in the morning and sat on a rook 
in the water's edge for meditation in the quiet hours of the morning. Behind us ran 
the road end the tinkle of the camel bells and the calling of the drivers and the 
braying of the donkeys were the seme sounds that have echoed along the shore since 
time immemorial. We had lunch on the shore just bslow the Capernaum site. When we 
had finished the Arab children took the scraps and poured them into the dress of one 
of the children to take home* 

We went on back through Nazareth and Kirby and Sherwood walked over the top of the 
hill and down into tho oity to the Arab Hotel where we s'd^t the night. Mr. Harte, 
the Y.M.C.A. man who went with us, took Maud and me out to see some of -the local 
places The people of Christendom have built horrid buildings over every place which 
they consider once to have been a scored spot and they have some dreadfully absurd 
traditions and superstitions about every place* But the top of the Nazareth hill is 
not specially significant and they have left it as it should be* W« looked in one 
carpenter as ha worked at making packs for the camel saddles and yokts for oxen and 
winnowing forks and the wooden plows and things the people still use* They cannot use 
our modern plows here on account of the multiplicity of rocks in the fields* There 
•re a number of British Tammies stationed everywhere since the trouble. The night we 
were in Nazareth seemed to be a night off for most of them and they act and drank 
beer, ordered supper and pleyod the phonograph. When they had played all ths reoorda 
they played them over again. I want to sleep to a phonograph blaring jazz in Nazareth 
of Geliloel We didn't have tho heart to ask them to stop. Kirby got up very early 
and wont to sit on the top of tho hill for a ©ouple of hours of meditation. Because 
it is not marred by man it is easy to communicate with God* 

Today wo have visited the holy places of Jerusalem. The Mosque of Omar, or tho 
Dome of the Rook, was beautiful and reverent* It is the one plaoe in tho world which 
Is sacred to the three great religions today* The Jews had their temple there. It is 
the supposed aite of Mt, Moriah where Abraham went to sacrifice Isaac* It was the 
thrashing floor of Aranaujb and there ia a cave underneath for the storing of the grain. 
David bought if from Aranaugh to build the temple, and Solomon built it* The Romans 
built a hsathan temple on the spot as an sot of desecration after it had been taken 
from the Jews. It is barely possible thatonce a Christian churoh stood there, but it 
has been a Mohammedan mosque since the year 691* The Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
is, of course, a disappointment with five different sects of Christians fighting all 
ths time. They must keep soldisrs around to ksep them from flying at each other's 
throats. W e arenet aven sure it ia the real plaee. They have millions of dollars 
worth of jewels, yet the dome cannot be repaired because they eennot decide who will 
do it. They are so jealous of eaoh other that one must not sweep one step which the 
other is supposed to sweep* 

This afternoon wa want out to Bethlehem. On tho way we passed ty Rachel's To$b, 
which is somewhat authentio end is the only shrine owned by the Jews. The Church of 
the Nativity is also • piece to quarrel over. The arohaeologiete are very sure that 
this is the authentic site of the inn where Christ was born end they have built a huge 
church there, the oldest Christian churoh in the world, bullded by the mother of 
Constantine in 330 AD. At least a pert of the original edifice is still there. They 
show you the pleoe whore Christ was born and the spot where the monger stood. The 
people bow down before these places and kiss the spots* The Greeks end the Roman 
Catholics end the Armenians each hm t part and woe unti him who stops on the plooo 
where the other holds forth* They go by precedent, and when going up and down tho 
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steps they always desoend one side end ssoend the other* It is ideed pitiful .3 39 
how far Christianity has degenerated from the teachings of Christ, 

We will go down to the Deed See tomorrow. This is the one place in the world 
where you oen go from e couple of thousand feet above see level down to 1500 feet 
below see level within en hour end a half, from the temperate climate to the eub- 
tropicel. Aside from the fact that the aee has no outlet, the waters on one side 
wash against salt cliff* end there is so much mineral matter in the water that 
nothing oen live in them. They tell ue that the Jordan River is juot e muddy creek 
and a* this is the dry season that is probably all we shell see, but we do want to 

aea it all. 

I can't say that I eaw much of Cairo and Assuit. We went up to Aesuit on on# 
of the hottest days of the veer and it waa about the dustiest, hottest ride I ever had. 
They had us scheduled for four or five turkey dinners and eight meetings for Kirby. 
After trying the first dinner that night T decided I simply oould not oops with the 
splendor of all the rest, nor with the heat, ao I jumped into bed, had a chill, 
pulled up the blanket and called for a hot water bottle. I got up when it came time 
to go Pack to Cairo, end no one dared offer me any more big turkey dinners. It is a 
wonder Kirby survived ell the courses, but he did. And they survived hia eight 

spseohee, which he gevo under protest, as he did not went to talk but would rather 

listen, 'hhen he got to Jerusalem he put down his foot on the talks <nd set down to 
write an article for the magatine, end behold, I shall have the job tomorrowmorning 
of copying it off. He ia now happy again and planning another article as soon as 
there is a moment to write. 

On Thursday morning we start out to Damascus to cross the desert to Bagdad, 

Dr and Basra, where we take the boat for India. It is ell so strange and interesting 

ell the time. Much love to you ell. 

Affectionately yours, 

Mary Alma Page 
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October !♦, 1989, 
Bagdad, Iraq,, 



*e l«ft JiriMlM Thursday morning at euven o’clock and drove up to 
Damascus , arriving about thr^e thirty, and as Sherwood and X were both pretty 
tired from the Journey, we lay down to rest tftila IClrbf/ and litaud got a carriage 
end drove around to the "Street called Straight" and saw some of the life of 
the Olty and the two river*. *e had to get up early the next morning to be off 
at six, but wedid not actually get moving' until forty minutes later** Thin?* ’over 
get off on time in the Orients *hen we did get off, we really went, and traveled 
almost continuously until eight o’clock the next morning. 

The cars are euppoeed to leave in bunehea end then la usually a convoy 
•f a couple of armouwd ears, s eraotinee the 3edonlne will attack a car, but It le 
getting less and less frequent now. In fact I have not heard of any. The worst 
trouble about a oar being alone la that something may happen to the machinery or 
tires, and for that reason they do not permit them to go alone. There must be 
at least three leaving at once. Our driver was an Arab, and a very good driver* 
The oar was a big seven passenger Bulok, and by the time we had our luggage on and 
ourselves and lunch in, It was Whet one would call full. You know how It le when 
you can’t find a place to put your feet. We were the first to leave Damsone and 
stooped about half an hour at a military carp about two hours out to show our 
passports and then we drove continuously until about three thirty five, when mj 
readied a British fort and had some tea and lunch and decided to stay and rest a 
while a* we were informed we could not leave until the others left at t^ree the 
next morning. There were rooms with aote for Indies and fbr men, and we each took 
a aet and tried to rest, but some new people came in end there were some small 
children, end between trying to nap while the mother told Buthie to heap quiet 
and someone else told Dannie to go away and let Huthie alone and to be quiet or 
they would have to spank them or give them to the driver* After a couple of 
hours of this and vain wooing of sleep we heard someone say the big six wheeler 
would be moving soon and Thud get up and investigated and wakened the men and we 
decided to depart when the other* did aad get our permission from the officer and 
left. We soon passed the one ear ahead and aside from stopping a couple of times' 
during the night to giver the driver a nap, wa kept moving until we reached Bagdad 


Kirby kept worrying about the geographleal knowledge of the person who 
wrote that song saying "till the sands of the desert grow cold*” That person surely 
did not know whet they were talking about. In £gypt their cold night wind* come 
from the dess t, *• rode ecroee the desert at night with overcoats and two rigs 
over ue and we did not take them off until the sun was well up, end even then It 
was always cool la the shade as long as we were moving, and we moved* 


The Sahara desert is all drifting sand, but the Mesopotamian deeert Is 
quite different* Meet of It would be good land If It had water* There is a sort 
of vegetation which grows on It spoken of as the thpra bus h which the canal feeds ^ 
on,(-b u t- 4 1 really is ~ » o t a th er e bush ca ly loo k u like ~ tt+ ) It looks like all stems. 
There are even some flowers, and I imagine that after a rain there are many flowers 
Bart ef the deeert le without vegetation of any sort, and covered with small gnvel 
end part strewn with rocks the size of eoeoanuts. There are many high hills In some 
parte of the desert and the lest part ef the Journey we were always skirting hills. 



OQ l 


Ve heard ef one party coming from Bagdad to Damascus that encountered a 
rain before reaching Danascue and all the oars were stuck le the mud. They were 
on the lookout for them at Damascus because Information had been sent on by wire¬ 
less that they were coming and when they did not arrive airplanes were sent out 
to locate than, and the party of 74 persons were fed by airplane for 4} days while 
marooned in the desert* Seme ef the people came on to the Amerleaa Colony at 
Jerusalem and had pictures to verify their account * 

We went to see King Faisal ef Iraq this morning, and he wan very gracious 
to ua* He ir -in extra i«ly handcom? ’win and a descendant of the pro bet, > sea"’* 
to be well liked* We are always busy. ,J uoh 'eve, YOurs, 
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isobar 14, 1929 
Bagdad, Ira. 

Deaf folks| 

We left Jerusalem Thursday awning at seven o*olock awl drove vp to Damascus, 
arriving about three thirty, and ea Sherwood and I were both pretty tired from the journey, 
w* ley dm to reet while Kilby and Hand got a earrings and drove around to the "Street 
oalled straight" and ia» eom of the life of tie olty and the two rivers. We led to got 
Up early the next morning to be off at eix, but we did ret actually get moving until forty 
nirartaa later* Thing# never get off on tiae in tie Orient, mum ve did get off, we really 
went, and travelled alir.oet continuously until eight o»olook the next morning. 

The care are supposed to leeve in bunohee and there Is usually a oonvoy of a couple 
of armoured ears. Sonatinas the Bedcuine will ettaek a ear, but it la getting leas and 
leas frequent nor* In faet I have not heard of ary. The worst trouble about a oar beiig 
alone in that e ms thing nay happen to the smchhery v tires, end for that reason they do 
not p or nit then to go along. There mmt be at least three leaving together. Our driver 
wes an Arab, and a very good driver* the ear was a big seven passenger Bulek, and by the 
tine our luggage was on and ourselves and lunoh la, it was what coe night sail full. You 
knar how it Is when you can’t find a plane to put your feet. We were tin first to leave 
Sanassus and st<^ped about half an hour at a military osnp about two hours out to show ovr 
passports and than we drove continuous ly until about three thirty-five, when we reached a 
British fort end had sons tea and lunoh and dad dad to stey azri rest a ah lie as we wars 
informed we oould net leave until the others left at three the next mining. There were 
rows with opts for ladies and far awn, and ws each took a cot aid tried to rest, but 
soms new people eaee In and them were some small ehildrm, and between trying to nap while 
mother told futhie to keep quiet and someone else told Danny to go away and let Rut hie 
alone* and to be quiet or they would have to be spaced and given to one of ths drivers. 
After s couple of hours of this end vain wooing of sleep we hear* sen eon# say the big 
aix wheeler would be moving soon. Kaud £Ot up and Investigated, wakened the men and we 
decided to depart when the others did. re got our per mis s i si from the officer aid left* 

We soon passed the one car ahead and aside from stoppli* » ooiple of times diriim the night 
be give the driver s asp, we kept moving until we reached Bagdad. 

Kirby kept worrying «b<wt the geograp leal knowledge of the person who wrote 
that eoiig saying till the sands of the desert grow cold." Hut person sir sly did not 
know what they were talking,bout, in bgypt their cold nigl-t winds come from ths d i*rt. 

*'• rode across the desert at night with overeoats end ‘wo rugs over us and we did not 
take them off until the sun sms well up, and even them it was always sool in tie sahde 
ss long as we were m -ving, and wempved. KJ ~~ 

The Sahara desert is all drifting sand, but the kesopotamian desert is quits 
dlfforsnl! Vost^it would be good land if it bad water. Thwe is a sort of vegetation 
»hieh grows on it ^oken of aa the thorn bush which the ousel feeds on. It seems to be all 
stem, Thors ere even some flowers, and I imagine th*fc after e rein there are many flowers 
fart of the desert is without vegetation of any sort, and oovwred with small gravel aid 
pnrt strewn With rookie the slse of ooooanute. There a a many high hills in some puts 
of the desert and the last pert cf the journey we were always skirtihills* 

be heard of tn* party coming free Bagdad to Dams sous that enocuntered a rain 
bafare poaching Damascus and all the era wens stuck in ths mud* They were on the lookout 
for them at Damaaoua because irfrmtlm bad been sent <m by wireless that they were 
coming and wnen they iid not arrive airplanes were sent out to locate tiiem, and the 
party of seventy-four persons were fed by airplane Ibr e Igbt days whila marooned in the 
deaert. Sees* of the people oune on to the Amerioem Colony at Jerusalem and had pictures 
to verify their eooouat. 

Ms went to see King Faisal of Iraq this morning, aid he was wry gracious to us* 
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S« 1b an *xtr**«ly haa4a«* nun tod » deeoer.dar* of the p rap hot. Ho as <as to bo 
w«ll liked* 17* are tlwaya buey. Much low, 

Tour« # 


U«ry Alma Pag* 
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India* Oosan, Oct *25,1029 


D*ar Polkai 

Z really must toll you sCI»thine about the dress of the people of the lends w* 
he to just passed through. I am s peaking of the «wa people, as the wealthy people all 
tend to dress lathe Kuropean fa shim, exoept the Bedouin Arab, she still finds his 
flaring robes wore practical for his regions. In Turkey, Syria, Egypt wad Palestine, the 
men who are porters or suoh worker* all wear some wary baggy trousers, ths seat of which 
comes about to the knees. These ere sade of some llglfe weight material, often white, 

sometimes black, and sometime* just plain cal loo* They are cut after the fashion of 

bloqsers, except that they oome down to the ankles and are sloped off to be tight at the 
ankle. Then there ip an insert at tha seat, lengthris* of the material end about eight 
inehee wide at the o rot oh and sloping toward the top. The whole of the tqp la then hemmed 
and a drawstring put in* This gives the effect ef very baggy trouaers with scat coming 
about te the knees and they are guaranteed net te te«r whan ths wearer etreddles a donkey. 
These must have been the regulation trousers of Turkey, beoause I renumber now having seen 
some men with woolen suite with trousers out this way. Wo saw them meat in Turkey and Syria, 

With this garment they wear a shirt or pieea of a shirt tusked In at the waist, and if they 

et anytime wish to appear dressed up they wind a aash around their middles. 

In Egypt end Palestine the most of them wear what peers to be e long nightshirt 
with a band at the seek. They are shaped at tits sides and side back usually to rather fit 
the figure and not quite to be a mother hubbard. At the bottom they ere slit up the side 
te about the knees. Of eourse the oheapar oneii are net shaped so much. They are usually 
ef white and Jnve a straight band at the nook. The "bays" who mark in the house as "maids" 
cooks or waiters all near white, and ths bey who waits m the table likes to wesr a red 
aash high around his valet and red slippers. West of them either go barefoot or wear son* 
sort ef slippers. These who oan afford it do ■•*• shoes, and It la rathsr ftmajr te 
erne of these nightshirts astride e bieyole, especially if he wears shoe and effects sacks 
with gay supporters. 

Some of the townspecpl* in all these places and all of the wandering tribesmen 
still wear the Arab or Moslem costume. Some of the well-to-do wear gorgeous silk rebec, 
shaped somewhat and with straight sleeves, ffe ssw some of them at the American Colony 
store is Jerusalem. The silks are hasvy, usue lly e tilpsd with brilliant osier*. They 
wear a headdress, of silk when they oan afftrd it, and some of them are perfectly lovely* 

The headdress is a pieee of silk or blothabout a yard or fbrty inch*a square. They take 
on* end at about the eenter and put it ever the head, keeping it on with a funny thing 
auofa as la sometimes seen in pictures. I oan*t remember what they mil it, but it is mad* 
ef a buaoh of yarn or silk thread loose e few lashes and then wound around for a couple 
of inches and than leoas for a couple of inches. There are two of these together end they 

fit the chape of the head. Sometimes they are of bright colors and sometimes nob. Some¬ 

times it Is one thick pieee of material wound round with block silk all ths way and large 
enough to go around the head twice. Par a eoat they wear something sad* of two widths 
Of woolen goods, usually veiy loosely woven as that one oan see through it. On* width 
for the top and one width at the bottom. Both pieosa are of the sons length, sowed together 
at tha sides and folded with the ends in te the center. A pieoe is eeopped out at the top 
for the nook, hemmed in front and sewed at the top except for a place large enough te slip 

the hands out of easily at the folded aide. This opening la loft at the top on the 

selvage edge and bound. That la all there Is to it. This dross is still worn all ever the 
Hour Bast. The peasant woman w*%ra a long motaer-hubbard-Iike dross eni usually wears s 
sloth ewer the hedd without the headband. If they wear a veil it is of blaek oleth and is 
mads on the ammo lines aa the man*a eoat,and a piece of blaek cloth one can see through 
is sewn late the pert where the nook would oome, and bo opening left ibr the hands. The veil 
part sows aa long -a the rest ef the garment* Sometimee these or* long ea the waist and 
sometimes down te the ankles. The whole thing la thwi lifted both* head with the top of 
the veil at the top ef the Ike*. It la & shapeless uses and no wosnn oan expect to look 
▼ary lovely in one because it is impassible te tell whether she Is slim or fat. The 
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p»*iant wemndo not «mt the veil usually because they are poor poq>H* It i* only the 
well-to-do. cr m.rly * all-to-do- who hoot it, and it is «till w»n awryirtar* except 
In turkey, and sometimes it ia worn there, though wy, very seldan. 


11 


In Jerusalem at tha Aamriean Colony atom, we aaw a draaa for a brlda of tha 
Bedouin tribaa. It waa of whit# or cream white 11 nan homespun and was das ply embroidered 
in rad in all kinds of designs. It had full sleevea with a eiff ■} 

noat exquisite w«k and ana oould hardly tall tha wrong aid* from tha right with tha a 
original intrioat a daaigna. They all atood for a onathing familiar to tha peep la. Tha 
ambroidary on tha top of tha draaa, tha a leaves and the bottom was very daap * ******* 
inch** m and it would taka om parson * lifwtims to do it* Thwo wu * hood noth to 
■Utah with embroidery along aaoh aida and daap at tha anda. Thia waa a yard or fwty 
lnohea wida and parhapa two yarda long* Tha draaa alona rat a ilad at a hundred dollara. 
Tha entoroldery at tha bottom of the draaa waa , of oo trta, much broader than the roat of 
it and mat have ooma ig> to tha knaaa* Tha draaa should oams to tha hotton of tha ankla* 


In Iraq tha man affaotad all aorta of draaa, but mostly European and Bedouin. 

Kaiw of tha aarranta wore tha Eurcpean style of trailers, On this boat, which ha a sailors 
from India mainly, thay waar a sailer ooetuna of nary blue oalioo or a one such materiel 
out European style* The shirt ia regulation alia bit haa a stralg>* band at the ooiler. 
Of course. being English it la not epan all tha way dewn the front. It has slashed aides 
like tVw regular shirt but ia still worn outside with a rad oloteh about tha waist, »™ a 
queer little light weight straw hat on t <p of tie bead* This looks tor all the world 
as if sex* kid had taken about two inches of the upper aeotlon of a straw hat and out it 
off for his headgear. They perch on top of the had and I dm t know haw on earth they 
ewer manage to keep thorn on. The trousers are often rolled \f> to the knees and all are 
barefoot. The officers are all English. The doctor ia an Indian. Tha waiters are 
I oil an and w nr ragul&r whit® trousers* 


In Turkey they cannot wear the fea or tarboosh any latter because Mwtaphn 
Renal forbad# it, but it ia worn inheres Uy by the Moslem* *nd native Christiana in the 
rest of the countries. In Inq thay have a new hat ealled the Faisal Vat which must be worn 

at laaat by all Government employees, and the native P® 11 ®** Jj ^ lk * th * JJ - ?*** * _ 
felt hat with a daap crease and ia turned up all eitnind about thrae lnohea. It looks very 
muoh like the American doughboy hat. The Jew* usually wear Burkean lists. Hope thia la 
all enlightening. 


Uuoh love* 


Affect! coat?ly yours. 


Mery Alma Page 
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- REASONS FOR RECOGNIZING THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 


The Executive Committee of the .Council of the Fellowship of Reconciliation 
believes that active steps"should be taken looking toward the early resumption 
of diplomatic relations between the governments of United States and Russia. 
This position is based on the following reasons: 

{1) The United States should have friendly , direct and official rela¬ 
tions with - every governmen t which has sign ed tha_ Kellogg'Pact. Non-recogm- 
tlon - implies or is Telt by the unrecognized country to imply, an attitude of 
hostility. For the effective functioning of the Kellogg pact such suspicion 
should be eliminated and regular direct appropriate channels instituted for 
the solution of all possible disputes by pacifio means. The simplest of 
these means is normal diplomatic intercourse• 

(2) Eff ecti ve world- wide re duction of armaments necessitate^ the co¬ 
operation of Russia - and a good u ndersta nding between Russia, Great Bri t a in 
ftncTEKeTWrteTl&aEas"wouTd e ap~ecially~fac£ITtaSo progre ss in disarmament. 
RussiaV like prlsent - day' Germany, has aTItaTliallonal interest in world dis- 
armament. She has already proposed to the League of Nations Disarmament 
Commission both complete disarmament and 60JfS reduction, While it is true 
that the Russian Government has considerably increased its preparations for 
war in the last three years, these preparations are regarded as precautionary 
and defensive. So long as other nations keep up va 9 t armaments Russia 
naturallv feels that she must maintain not parity, but some defensive equip¬ 
ment. This winter is the psychological time to arrest the whole dangerous 
procoss. Following upon the auspicious conversations between President 
Hoover and Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, the United States, Groat Britain, Germany 
and Russia should join their efforts in urging upon the whole world drastic 
armament reduction. If the expected renewal of diplomatic 
Great Britain and Russia were matched by similar recognition by the United 
States, obviously much more cordial cooporatiOft in moves for disarmament 
could be secured. 

(3) The satisfactory settlement of war debts and other quo_sti_ons is 
more likely~to occur throu gh regular diplomtic H^°^uro thgrfin 
^ Q 7e - 5rTosHir^‘oTKiTs. fH0“past suiiieFTms aeenTEe addpFIon oFT3w 
fclSg plan - witE - agr a erne nt s providing for the liquidation of war debts exclu¬ 
sive of Russia. In tho interest of general world peace a , d 

should be made to roach agreements with Russia; and the United States should 
do its part in seeking to work out a roasenable agreement as regards tho 
debt owing to it. As wo have negotiated compromise settlements with other 
countries wo should ntot refuse to discuss similar settlements with Russia. 
Also in tho vexed matter of propaganda and other difficulties, di.oussio 
and direct negotiation between the governments would seem to offor ^he most 
hopeful approach to stable agreement. The mothod of ostracism has boon 
tried for ton years without good results; it is time that an initiative of 
friendship undertaken. 

(4) Recognition of Russia would tond to lessen war- fear and conse¬ 
quent persecution, witKl n Russia "oF rel i g ions an' F'Iisso nFing groups. Fear 
of external attack is one of the predominating factors in Russian public 
opinion at the present time. However irrational this fear may soem to us 
it' le the pervading psychology which underlies the conflict about tho 










































Chinese Eastern Railway, the haste to press through the Five-Year plan of 
economic development and the internal struggle with resisting peasants and 
religious groups. Because of this fear-psychosis, those who dissent from 
the Government’s program are being treated with a severity comparable 
only to that which nations generally mete out to their conscientious ob¬ 
jectors in war time. The Soviet Government is likely to increase rather 
than lessen this persecution if it is threatened from outsido, but if it 
is drawn into friendly intercourse with the rest of the world, its war- 
fear may be allayed and the wave of persecution subside. Wj do not assort 
that all persecution in Russia today is due to the above cause, but we feel 
oertain that fear of external attack is a large contributing factor. 


October 28, 1929 



Calcutta, India, 
October 29, 1929, 


My dear Betty; 


We have just read in the papers of the wrecking of the Air mail plane 

from this part of the world, on the Italian coast. Kirby and Sherwood have co-e 

to the conclusion that it carried down with it all the air mail letters which 
were mailed in Baghdad. Kirby is sending you another oopy of his report letter 
and I am inclined to think that my letter mailed from Baghdad went air mall to 
the family and overland for your copy. At least that is what I thought was to 
be done with it, so if you get one of mine mailed at Baghdad please send copies 

to the whole list. It would probably be a wise idea to send letters to the 

family hereafter anyway, as it will not hurt them to get a second copy an^ it 
is not always safe to send airmail even if it does save much time. 

jr 

The letter of mine is one where I ask you on the back to send a copy 
of my letters hereafter to Miss Ruth Musgrave, Goquilhatville, Lotumbe, Cony^o 
Beige, Africa. If the letter never comes, of course it was lost. I have not 
been saving copies, as so much accumulates that it is too much to carry around. 

Poor Sherwood is the hardest hit as he had sent a eeport letter which 
was written by hand and he had no copy of it. Also Maud had two long letters 
which went around to a list of people, and a birthday letter to Mrs. Eddy Sp. 

I hope that you are having an easier time now than you did when you 
first came hack from your vacation. Also that you are getting better ad dieted 
to married life and enjoying yourself more all the time. ^hen there is co¬ 
operation and a consideration of one for the other an d real affection, things 
ought to he happier all the time. 


Affectionately yours, 


Much love, 








November 5, 1929 
Calcutta. 




My dear Betty: 



I suppose that by this time you have found the notebook having the 
record of magazine subscriptions. My recollection is that everything was raid 
ahead except the Geographic which goes to 620 and one or two which are not 
due until about April or May. If you haven’t the book ask Betty House. 


However, we have a bill from the Commercial Chronicle out here which 
reads 9-26-9. My recollection is that I sent them a check for SlO just before 
leaving, for the-Chronicle only and not the other publications. It can be 
verified by check stub. Kirby did want this contjjvi§<l in China, and as it 
now stands it would be out right away. 

The Asia Magazine has now uo. Could von get in touch with 

them and ask them to send back copie^Trom June to us at Shanghai. No use to 
send anything else here. Thenp not been anything from the World Tomorrow 
here in India so far. Neither TMgazine or letters. 

The magazines and papers receiyj*a here all O.K. are as follows; 
Atlantic Monthly, Christian Century, -Current History, Harpers, Living Age, 
Literary Digest, Scribners, Annals the American Academy, Foreign Affairs 
Quarterly review. Forum. Comme^cl^l 5c financial Chronicle. U. Daily, 
Nation, New Republic and the Information Service of the Foreign Policy ^ssn. 

I don’t remember what was done with Worlds Work, but I think we let it expire. 


November 7. Enclosed is a letter from Kirby »:o be sent !o those 



now where we write to catch tho weekly boat. It will nrobsbly be thus un- 11 we 
start home* 

Things are very interesting pnd I am enjoying ever i t hin^. I °m ^e^el.on- 
ing into a most remarkable listener yl have a.V-"ay r been good at listeniow, but I 
am getting better all the time. VWere are reasons an* reasons. None x h‘nrr a 
going as splendidly with you. rich love, 








A* the Y.^C-A* 
Calcutta, India* 
Moral fear T, 1929 




Door Folks 1 

or* haring & perfectly lovely tin* in *ndia f nr* *• landed it fjorbay 
and HM right across to Culcttt i, • trip of forty hours* «• srs staying st ths 
Y*&*C*A* sad bve a roan big moigh for Eirby to f md his books s found in sad than 
have rooa to turn around and not knock anything off# It Is perfectly hugs about It x 
30 with a calling st lsast 16 foot high and an elaotrio coiling fan* hlootrloity is 
asking the Orlont livable, tqg ether wit." ttio automobile* 

The trains out hero are rather differs «t* The English sad ooitlnsatal trains, 
instead of being oao coach with sent* « each side as the Anar loan so* oho* are, re 
divided lobe semper tments so ting si* or eight persons, with a osrrlder run ing down ths 
side of the osaah. But out here they hare the ompertmonts witl/mt the corridor down 
tbs side* itbea wo want to go to the diner wo hare to get a it if the train at a statics 
and enter the dinar, staying there until the train stops at a station ahen we ha wo fin* 
iahed* Then on# gets o tt and sprints for a saa-a rtaiat , itd stands wound waiting half 
an hour ffer the train to start* You are usually inclined to spring because you can never 
toll Just hoar* long the train fill stop* >e got out only once. The rest ef tbs tine wo 
had seals brought to fee oar* 77s eat very lightly whoa on ths tain a rd lunch son or 
dimer is a regular meal ait here, so ths best wop to do is haw# sons curry and rice 
brought to oh ear* Tea is always brought to the eoisp«*ta«at. There Is early moral .ig 
shots (too) aod breakfast at Bi9Q or 9 e* clock and luncheon A 1 e*oleok, tea at 4 
and dinner st 8* In the nssatiao if one gets hungry 1 suppose ho son get something to 
eat easily enough* As a matter «f fast, I Vuve had to undergo two taaa in one afternoon, 
thloh doesn't pha e me at all* 1 am getting te be a regiiar toe tqpar. 

he have fed the dickens of a time tryli^ to collect cur ligp(« since we 
arrived hero* Me have eoxte to the enneluslqc it would have been bettor to hnve stepped 
in Bombay a day or two longer and oolleet it, bat we did n*t* Sons fed been seat tram 
London by bo<t and acme Ikon Qaire* Zt oao all there wh« we wrlved, but it was Saturday 
and the stuff from Cairo had not bsen taken <ff tfe beat end exetraa was alodng* Me 
have the stuff from Louden, but not the Cairt stuff, and part ef ay clothes are in tfe 
missing batch* However, I have plenty to got along with including three organdie dresses* 
An long as 1 can make commotions with seep and water and an iron I am fixed fine* Z will 
oermoot up with the luggage before we go to Darjeeling, as It is odd up there and wo will 
need all sorts of wans clothing* ltd h-vo to carry an ad‘ it lorn 1 luggage roll hors for <*r 
bedding* #e have to Airnish air ora blankets and feests, pillows and pillar cases far tha 
train, and we usually da use the blankets, hallway Journeys sre rat bad with a goad 
electric fan busting all the day and st night if aeoeasary* And mangos to eat are 
extremely sheep and wham wo travel they are food mod drink to tm* Tfe fair of us ate 
throe and a half deeen in the forty otr trip* 

There are many things in India which are strrnge to us* Swam tfe aaenary is 
different* It is fine to esc ao much green again after tfe barren desert wastes to whieh 
wo ware aecustooed in Imq* But the trees are different* Tfe pains are dif ferent* Tfe 
date pain has given way to the soooanut and palmetto and royal and many, many others* 

There are tre?s whieh wo often read about but only see in parks or greenhouses* Mover* 
the loss, they are lovely* Tfe evening we left Bnfey wo saw beautiAil scenery* The 
mountain tops looked like turret*d castles «nd farts, and one laid a lighthouse shape* They 
made beautiful pictures against the sunset sky* India is nob all Jungle or plain* Sant 
of it is swoop and soma is mountainous* 

e have seen all sorts of queer peqplo* There is om seat of the poorer 
alaaaea *he have a long look of fefc* at the aront of the h «a d. a vary thin look, to be 
sure, and it is usually twistsd with a ring or ourl at tfe and* this Is kntwn as tfe 
heaven look* Its pirpast is to pull the owner up to eaven when fe dioo* slim (hence 



At th* T. W. 0. 4* 
Calcutta, ladle. 
Wcveaber 7, 1829. 


Folks: 

w* are having a perfectly lovely tine la ledla eo far. *W l*n«e* at Tfcmbey 
right across to Calcutta, a trip of forty boon* Se are ****. 

« m n i and hate a rooa big enough for Kirby to spread hie books around in *'-nd 

SSLi£TSf K«.k «£hu* c*t. » i.p.rf«‘i7 f bo*. 

nbomt U x 90 with a ceiling at leaet 15 foot high and an electric celling f . 
electricity le ndclng the Orient livable, that and the automobile. 

The trains out hare are rather different. The English «d eoetlneatal 
trains of being one coeeh with eeate on each aide ae the Aissriem are, 

are divided Into ecwpartniente seating six a "?« tvh- 

roanlng down the aide of the coach, but out here they have tho earapertrenta wi h- 
™Se corridor runring down the aide. Wien we east to go to the diner we hate 
to net out of the train at a station and go to th# diner and stay there until the 
train atop* at a station after you hare finished. Then ym get of. and sprin - for 
your compart meat and stand around and emit half an hour for the train to «tart. fou 
Jeually ore Inclined to sprint because you newer can tell how long it w ** 1 * 

We only got out once. The rest of the time ee had meals brought to the e*r. * 
eat very lightly When on the train sad luncheon or dinner is a rwilur nool ^ Jt 
hers so tbs bast way to do is to have sons curry and rice brought jo the cor, and 
tea is always brought to tbs compartment. Thars Is early nornlng ehota (ten) «od 

SlakfWst at 8t30 or 9 o'clock and luncheon at 1 JV 4 ,"*to 

a o*olock. In tha nesntlrw if oas gits hungry I suppoee thsy can act 
eat easy enough* A* a Mtter of fast, 1 have had to unAargo two teas in one aftsr^ 
a000f \xi% that 4o**n # t ptoM# wt ** 1 am wtt in* to bo a ngolar Nt topar« 

«e have had the dickens of a time trying to collect our luggage einee we 
v WP » am hove eo^e to the conclusion it woi 11 have been bettor to mve 
iZr^d lJI Bombay a day or two longer and collect tt, but we didn't. Somehsd been 
seat from London by boat and sotoe from Cairo. It was all thorn 
but it was Saturday and the stuff from Cairo had not been taken ott boa^ • 
customs eas closing, »e have the stuff frcm londco, but not the Cairo a *_ff» 
g»t of my clothes are in the missing batch. However, I have plenty to «»talong 
mtamlMm three or^mdl* Are*ess, and a. long as I can make connect!oe. with 
•one soap cad eater and an iron 1 aw. fixed floe. I will eonneot up with the 

to Dmrimlim* m It I* coU up tharo m& m will ao^d all sort® of 

mm alothUs. M h«T. W 1»w m ^Httoa.1 lujaw. wmw. *• 

have to furnish our own blankets end sheets and pillows ani pillow cases for the 
4 _j_ M usually do uso tho blankets, hallway Journeys are not hod with s 

itood electric fan bussing all the day and at nlpfct If rsicoseary. And crengoo t »>sot 
^he7 are extremely cheap and when we travel thsy sis food and drink to us. The ftiur 
of us ate three and a half down in the forty hour trip* 

Thars are mcy things in ladle which ere strange to us* Even the nesoary 
is different. It ie^rJet to see eo rruch green stuff again ^^ ^•^ ran T ^ ficrt 
wastes to Which we wars accustomed in Iraq, »ut the trees are different, 
pains are different. The date palm has given way to the cocoanut and palmotto end 
Zynl palm and snny, mny others. There are trees which we often read about bit 
only see in parks cr greenhouses, nevertheless, they are lovely. The eTfi "*J[ r ** 
i«i4 TWntov yu M « beautiful eoenery. The mountain tope looked like turreted castles 
r fort^.nd on, had ■ llghthouM .tap.. Thoy *4. tannUful nt .tn ro* »gnln.t 
the sunset sky. IndU is not >11 Jungle or plain. 9***> of it Is swamp and rape Is 

mounts ittfw* * 

w# have caen all kinds of funny people. There is one seat cf the r^rer 
elasses who Niva s loo* lock of heir at tho crown of the head. A wery thin locate 
be sure, it le usually twisted with s ring or curl at the sat. This U ****** 
the heaven lock. It le to pull th«a up to heaven *ien they die. lim chancc 1 





would Mil It* Towevor, It has suited them for irany, many years# Host of the 
people ere desperately poor, end wear pitifully fee clothes. They really do not 
seed thee neat of the tine, and mn*t afford them anyway# The poorer elaaaee do 
wot veer troueere but take a couple of yards of cloth Mich wee white once u;von a 
tine and wrap It around a couple of tines and thsy hare a pretty fair Imitation of 
trousers, without the bother of cutting or sawing, and if they tear then one place 
they Ju«t turn it around and put the hole somewhere else# Sons are naked to the 
wtlit end some wrap another piste of sloth about their chest# Sometimes it nay be 
aa eld sunny seek, and when they ate tired they spread it out and lie down on it# 

Thoee who ms afford it wear a shirt, and if you haws ever bought a shirt 
wade by the English you can well laagtne that the shirt often cones to the knees of 
these people out here# I suppose the shirt* are wade out hers, and perhaps they do 
make then long Intentionally, but if you want to see how it looks get a Horne shirt 
end try It on a nan firs foot sin# Of course the shirt le won loose# If he te 
somewhat affttent and wishes to neke an Impression he mey hare a vest on It, or 
ewen e cost* ait his legs fro* the knees down era bare, also hie feet. They can 
lie down on the steps or curbing or sidewalk or floor or any place where safe then 
Is room and sleep# The ooolles are capable of tnemndoue effort at times# They 
w ill t ake a heavy trunk on their head sad carry it up throe or four flights of steps 
However, the climate la hard and after smklng sustained efforts for a while they 
have to have idle periods to renew their energy# Even Kirby and Sherwood have to 
go e bit slower out here# 

The higher class men often wear testers clothes# Host of them havs had 
western training either In Europe or tasrloa or in Vis*ion Schools, and speak aery 
good English. The servants of the rich people wear white trousers usually, and most 
ef the servants everywhere wear a white cost almost to their knees# They like to 
here brass buttons In front# They wear their turbans as pert of the uniform# Theim 
art turbans for every class, every eeot, every nee, every occult Ion and I guess 
if there Is anything I have forgotten there Is a different turban for It. Ms do 
all the work for foreigners# They cook and sweep and duet and serve and wash and 
sew and then the other work usually done by sen# about the only women who work 
in the Bengali provisoes are the Anglo*Indless# There ere some women servants In 
sms of the Indian homes, but they often lead a hard life, but so do the woman of 
the family if they are still in purdah, and most ef them are. Bengali province is 
the meet aoaservative in Mia respect# 

The Indian women all wear the beautiful sari# (Bight now let me say Mat 
I b*v» learned to put one on). The earl of the women of the higher nines ere of 
lovely silks and hers In Bengali they are worn over the hair. In the south not# 

A earl is 45 or more inches wide and at least five yards long# It le wound around 
the body and until recently no pin used In fastening, bat now they use a pin on 
the shoulder mostly# Tbs sari is usually of plain silk with a border of e^broHery 
braid or even brilliants# Seas of finely woven cotton with a woven border. They 
now usually weer aa underskirt ns it Is more comfortable than twist In? three mors 
yards of goods around Men# Thors is a short slssvo, butterfly waist worn with the 
sari, no stockings and attbsr sandals or ailppor# with pointed toes. Th* poorer 
werrwn are barefoot and wasti es have a scanty earl around them. If they can 
afford it they have one on the earn* atyle as the rich women but of cotton# Sene of 
the woman are quite lovely# 

lad sons of them are beautiful. The mharanl of itoyur Jang ( tihr Ohangd) 
Ms* In her to have tea with us last week, and yesterday afternoon, Mi-- s Gregg, the 
Y,tf# Secretary here, took us out to the M*hsr*nl*s piso* for tea# M»ud and I, The 
men ere chasing interviews end Cooks# It is a perfectly lovely place and le 
furnished oa the European etyle# The brewing roam had lovely Chinese carved furni¬ 
ture in it# Of couree everything In It sas lovely, but nothing wan any leveller 
than Me Msharaai, and her daughter who earns In later# The vaharanl was dressed in 
pure white silk with pointer white slippers. She le not only lovely, but she is an 






intelligent mu of flu oharaoter* She «u oduaated asd brought up out of mrdnh. 
stoo tea a pant and la at 111 spending a lot of anergy In behalf of eduention, ea-w 
dally far the women. Tte daughter la a fine girl about 19, foil of energy and 
Ufa and interested In a port a and art* The daughter wore a lowly pink silk sari 
with an edging of brill teats and white dots anhroftdarad oa In silk, test of tha 
wo'.as wear flva or ala light gold bwselete u aaah am. 

la tera alaa mat a lira* Ray, who la one of tha f lnaat, intelligent woman 
of India* she l» not only intonated In education and works on all kinds of 
Muultteee, but la latere* ted la polities and kaaps up with things political in 
Boita of har M ywmra* She la not baautlful, hut she la wonderful, and all this 
In dafteaaa of age and ill health* She was ed united by her f<*th*r enl aha and her 
sisters ware ml sad out of purdah* 


Mud and I ten also a son a >*iham adaa school far girls run by a Mohanuo 
«u mmm who mat hasp purdah terse If in ardor to gat girls for tha sobool* teat 
of tha girls ara in purdah after twain or thirteen yearn. This school sorer* the 
primary and alamatary grades. The girls are up to Id years* teat of than marry 
as soon aa they loan aahool. It is am against tte law for a girl to te mrrted 
tefora 14 years of aga» hat some wars married wry young before this law* 

last Friday, the four of us warn permitted to aae tha poet, Rabteadrate 
tegafa* Too harw all aaan his picture and perhaps rand mm of his writings* te 
la a fine te ndons old nan, nearing eenety yaara of ago* ‘Us fsoa la fine and 
ante, with a spiritual beauty about It. His hair and heard are almost White, and 
ten a soft wan In than* Fta talked to us for an hour on several subjects, and 
later Irby and I shall go to tea his school at Bolpur ware they haw sawral 
nationalities working together training people te work In tha Tillages* airing 
them n pvaetlenl kind of aduaatlaa to fit than to raise tbelr Tillages from ruin 
to prosperity* 


last Thursday and Friday wars holidays In honor of tte goddess Kali, 

On Frltey afternoon and awning thaw wars and law* parades In front of tha building 
of people taking a lay etatuse to throw Into the river, tell la supposed te be a 
god’Seee who oano and killed a damon who was doing web to hurt tha people. The 
statues era wade of alay and straw end are painted* tell la a black atetua and 
•tends with bar foot on tha body of a mm painted white. Thera la uaimlly a large 
fen Shaped ornament te back of tell and tha rafts they are on are decorated. 

; one t las a the ten shaped ornament la of poaomk fan there* This ornament Is not 
thrown in tha riser* *hlle the people are mnrohlng along with tha statue they haw 
dn» and native -aisle, at least they call it music, and sometimes they step and 
haw a dense te the street and they sat off fir e wo rks te front of tea prooes*l<n. 
They always decorate the walls and buildings with lights on theca holidays. 

0* tea big buildings electric lights are used. On walla a*4 other fcslldlag* esadleg 
or tiny jara of oil aw burned* It all look* wry lowly, I must say that mast of 
tea higher class of people aw not wry orthodox 1a tbelr religions* The whole 
teat and tear East la a m u te r field of adventure ter young Christian doctor* and 
educators willing to liwStealr religion instead of pwnoh It. 


tepc things are 


prwnoh 

going as well with you ae they are with us, 
Ewr , 






p.8. Any letters addressed to me at 347 
Avenue, New York will be for,varied. 


Madison 








a~JUL V- Calcutta, Hoy 

t^—4o 


Dear Folks: 


. n, i9?9 
OlJL < * - 


/ 


^ Yesterday the Indian Missionary Society had a sale on the lawn of the 

Y, iV, C* .A* Compound, and there were hundreds of women and school ■■•iris with 
their bright colored sari’s and it was a real holiday for most o^ them. From 
noon until 5 o’clock it was strictly "purday" and no men were allowed inside. 

There were curtains all around the front of the building so that when the 

carriages drove up there could be no staring of men as the ladies alighted, 
from their carriages in the port-cochere. Kirby started ou‘ after lunch to go 

to the library and for once he reports he was embarassed to find himself in 

a place with so many women and a place where men were not supposed to be. Trust 
him that he did not return until well after 5 o'clock. 

The jokke of it all is that an Englishman called to take out one of 
the English secretaries. They are old- friends and he has been here often, and 
he happened to come ten minutes early. When he approached he observed all the 
curtains and asked Abdul the doorman what it was all about, and that worthy 
broke forth and explained that "These women, they go on the maidan and'all the 
gorawallas look at them, and they come here and even I can’t see them, but 
never mind, you come with me." and he took him through a lane at the side of 
the building to a place where he could point out the crowd of women who were 
not to be looked upon by mere man. 


This same.Y.W. secretary was telling about a maiden American lady 
who was here some time before and was in a store buying some things to take 
back home with her. She was a very eccentiic lady and when she saw something 
she wanted she wanted it badly, in this shore was a lovely low jar, which was 
part.of the furnishing of the store and used as a spittoon. ’owever this ladv 
saw it and liked toe shape of it and the embarrassed storekeeper refused to 
sell and they argued back and forth, the lady not understanding why he%id not. 
want to sell and she continued bargaining with him until the man in exasoera+ion 
threw out his hands and exclaimed: "Madam, is it I understand you wish to 
purchase the receptacle of my expectations?" 


The other afternoon Maud and I went to the Hostel for women students 
and had tea with the hostess, who is furnished by the Y.W.C.A. She is a lovely 
English lady and she showed us over the place which was once the dwelling of a 
wealthy Hindoo family. There were lovely marble floors in part of it. It was 
three stories high and built with two inner courts. The larger first court is 
of course the men’s court and has the nicer rooms, the second court back of 
the rooms on the back of the first court, is the women's court, smaller and 
with less light. Qn the flat roof was a place where -‘-hey coild come up to 
get some sunshine if it was not overlooked by ether houses. T'-e too -0 Is -*u-<= 
garden place of the city hom.es. Also the sleeniig plane op TT ery bo J " nights."” 

Up on the roof there were three small rooms with the brick fireplace in one* 
end, tiny rooms, and when I asked what the r we r, e for, I was told that f^ese 
were the rooms in which the widows of the household lived, each one to he'-seif. 
All this is changed now and the house is flooded with happy young women who are 
getting an education, and are happy to have such a lovelv place to ptav ™’Mle 
in shhool. 
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\7e leave here tonight to roam around for a while and see India. \'Je * ^ 

shal l stay tomorrow night in Vhn w p n , , . n h -- --r- n* ^ n -rni 

-oromo:-; t f dht 1 hieo hu—Indi-ft,— Th e—yo under 'Idem—be-in i ni*?——*v~cr—fn J - ~ , 

CoHftcil- n 0n Thursday we have lunch with the Viceroy of India at Pc lhT/*"' ho^ 
live In Allahabad ,- w*’ore w e gu p 1 1 ■ : ■ <. . tie shall be mo-ing rather 
fast now, until we sail on January 8th, except for a ten .-’ay stop here next 
month for Kirby and me. 


Ureetings and nil good wishes of the season. 

ETer 






















AgX*» India* iMW t M IS, 1929. 


&Nf rolkii 


Onr luggago from London, and what we ‘-ad **a% from Calm to at-re carting 
It serose the desert, and milch we did not stsy to g ctk aCr » r In Bombay, thinking 
It would follow in a day or tmJftNft came a fow hour# before wo loft Calcutta 
for Allahabad on ovember 11th. vo bad ahlftad wr pragma somewhat. la the 
city af tlla'Bbai Norwood stayed in the ham of Jeonhsrlal Weru, who la the 
president elect af the Indian Congress, and wa stayed with Mr. and Mrs. 9m 
Hljglntottm of the frahirtrlnl Institute. 

The Nlgglabottems are deist a wonderful work ef aenrlee la India. They 
ere teaching the Indiana to holy t tenor Ire a end rmaing nn experimental farm to 
tnpmre dairy settle, last, crop# end people. The cattle of India ere notoriously 
poor nil'cere, wek of then ngt being worth their beep If they were fed ae are 
•til 19b cows at ham, MftftwQgbtting thalr feed from erase alone their nllk is not 
rich In c ra m or of a large quantity, Bu si er they are strong and disease resis¬ 
tant and ace lire on almost nothing. Mr. Blrwlnbottom hoe imported four different 
brands of good milk cattle and 1» o roaelng them with fts native cattle mf trying 
different methods of foMlng m'v^relslmr the quantity an! quality of the milk, 
ft has taken land whleh woe almst worthless and after leveling it in places end 
m*lM* dam and Irrigation dltohee, rertl lining and cultivating, raised the value 
af the land far renting from 1/8 rupm to 888 rupees, ITS of whleh geos for voter* 
fiut thaw le a margin of 49 1/8 rupees agalnrt 1/2 rupee, billet grows from S or 
T feet In bad season to 17 feet in good season and on good land. 


But greatest ef all their work is to teho high easts beys, sons of 
Iftn mint vea of Ml MlMi it in* rtttn. end ft freak fti ft work with 
♦heir hands In the dairy and on the farm. ^sdMeipntnfcT'jEhey ara^Hachteg than 
^■8 sanitation end social snrvloe, end many of these boys are now doing work 
on the far* formerly done only by low eeete people to earn some money imnan* 
with which to pay for nllk for poor eh ill ran In the uearby Tillage., .Instead of 
trying to eonwert Wend ankw evangellots of thorn to 

lire and act In a Christian way, whetover^rellgion the^ctlag to, and to help the 
people of the villages where help Jta ao sorely needed. The great majority of the 
people of India lies In vlUnge*, mst of the work of the missions has been 
In the cities. There are so many Tillages and they era so snail that It le herd 
to distribute the work because It is not customry for Indian wonsn to act as tft- 
school teachers and few ere e l icited anyway, «* Vtyien wm *asa get an education they 
want to become clerks, there Is a Bible elaso taught by Mrs. Hi* in bottom, and 
another one taught by one of the men for n ore adveneed students. Sene of the 
student* erne to Mrs. Bigginbottom now end than fan -voluntarily for mm study 
end reeling of the Bible and to talk sore about religion. A few of them besom 
professi ng rletlena^J^fg™ they leave, earn after they r*seh their home, but 

iliglon t:eyftMft 


whatever religion 


they ell learn more about living in brotherly love. 


A leper asylum is also under charge of the Higgle bottom and others of 
the mission, Mien they to k it ever therr were about SO lepers maps* In front 
of the gate venivdnTMhHneMeeemlMftft, Sow there ere 400 end if there were money 
to build more barracks there would be more. They here turned sway 300 fore look 
of room. Sash leper or couple If both ere affected, have a rocn and In front of 
It a garden specs* There le a cook 1 nr space and a e-nce for their bathing, better 
than they had In village*, and they are allowed so much grain per day and ao much 
to spend for other food, r^ ey^jtr ^ happy end The unblemished children 

are taken away at two yearar Arand kept apart mMn^bed lovlag earn. They are 
given schooling and educated ror a piece In the world, vmurrmt the lighter oases 
of childrsa ere kept apart end treated also, and whan they ere older given training 
to fit the- for life. "Ost ef them ere cured and allowed to leave. I saw a class 
of girls about 18 poors old who ware being trained to do delloete laboratory work 
of all kinds and they are assured of positions in hospitals ae soon as they are 
cured. Rut think of it, 300 people turned away to roam ttw country and perhaps 
Infect others because there is not money enough to build rooms for them/ 










Viceroy and mm vary noth impressed with him* He 1* ■ great mar. trying hit 
beat to do what la right la a difficult and trying eituitlon. Ho was Tory 
friendly and cordial to thorn aad gar* thorn much tlM to talk with him alone. 

They* woro too luglich people there at the same tine, A couple from 
around Itala wor ins under the Bretheren. The man had been out 94 yoars and 
hla wife Ml* Vary alee people tad vary g o od, but ultra conservative aad rather 
dogaatlo la the|r belief*. Tan may be sure that Hiring seals there aao a lot 
of good humored discus#lorn back aad forth# Thera aao cot period «hsa this au 
had act read a newspaper for scran years, but he had traveled a hundred alias 
behind Irarest, and up through 'erala, Turkestan and into Huttlaa territory. 

Hi knees a lot about the basket ml hill peoples. 

At Delhi we aa* the eld fart built by the Moguls ta 1940 and a tower 
farther ea built by a aaa for his daughter ee she could climb up and lo k out 
to the Xuano rlrar# At this pises was aa Iron eelun raised la the 4th century. 
There sere many ruins of eld forte, an observatory# tee be and mosques. The 
houses of the eemaoa people do act remain as ruins because they ere of mud and 
straw. w« saw the huge Jamm MaeJId mosque, the largest la India share hags 
throngs worship on Fridays# aad calked through a baoar etrwst with little stalls 
on either side where the men either worked in Oliver# sold eleth or fruits or 
food# or else slept on the fleer of the tiny chop. People were walking two «sd 
fro# jostllag one aad mother or walking around the sac rad cows. The ehlldraa 
usually stared *t us and aany are afraid that if we look at then we will lafllot 
the* with the evil eye# t hera often seen the ehlldraa with a black or red ring 
around their eyes to protect them from the evil aye end the horses or bullocks 
sometime* have beads around their nooks or over their hoods to protect than from > 
the evil eye. Of sanitation and Ole onlines a they knew noth lag nod ear# am*Mmi£>& 

Sherwood end Maud have left us for a while# Vo are here at Agra aid 
ae wa are only hera two days are staying at a hotel. There are good hotels and 
wa are acre free to do as wo please# *e wwat Out to see the Taj Mahal yesterday 
afternoon after tea and stayed until after the full •-'-non rose, it Is sailed the 
■net beautiful building la the world end it fully lives op to It* reputation. 

It l* built of pure white raarile with portions of the Koran Inlaid la black atone 
Then la some decoration la rad etose inlaid la floral design*, but it la oo 
delicate that only aa* sectloo la perceptible at a abort distance. Thera la noeh 
farcing of flowers on. the wall panels# but the thing which shews up moot and give* 
It the leek of delicate rniitfumm-r beauty la tbs served atone grill work at 
windows end doors# It has steed J O years and yet it Is am white and beautiful 
today as It probably aver ess# *e liked It beet just at s^iaaet while there wee 
•till good light and with soft roes colored elands floating behind# and with a 
frame of trees on either side# It is very Lovely, like a dream la moonlight. 

It was hullt by a nan far hla favorite wife# who bore M oh 11-Iren la 14 years and 
died at the birth of the last# shah Johan was a great, powerf ul man la lad tan 
history* Ho had aany subjects nod much raalth. its sou 14 do great things, but 
I same times wander hoe many workmen died that this beautiful mommmat might be 
hera to delight us* I hops you ran all ess It earn* day. 

Bask la Delhi we.saw the Hew Delhi being built by the government at a 
very great east. Beautiful building* for the government aad a Viceregal palace, 
but she «»n say whether they era better than what soma people rail a more con¬ 
structive* work? Oh wall# who are we to question? Z am having a lovely tine 
aad learning heaps* I don*t get * chance to talk math now, naturally, but wait 
until X gat back aad X will talk your right era off* 

yunh leva# 


jl>P 


t Delhi Kirby aad I stayed with the Method let els el oaarlss 

bfrd lsa s n id aapfmm rt ler*. Clemen* sea delightful, but Mr Ctommc 


At Da 

jtaci 


at the time. 


It KTa. Clencno v 
Kirby «d Sherwood had lunch the first day with the 





Agra, India. November IS, 1929 


Dear BoIks: 


Our luggage from London, and what we had sent from Cairo to save- carting 
it across the desert, and which we did not stay to get hold of in Bombay, thinking 
it would follow in a day or two finally came a few hours before we left Calcutta 
for Allahabad on November 11th. We had shifted our program somewhat. In the 
city of Allahabad Sherwood stayed in the home of Jawaharlal Neru, who is the 
president elect of the Indian Congress, and we stayed with Ur. and Li’s. Sam 
Iligginbottom of the Institute. 

The Higginbottoms are doing a wonderful work of service in India. They 
are teaching the Indians to help themselves and running an experimental farm to 
improve dairy cattle, land, crops and people. The cattle of India are notoriously 
poor milkers, most of them not being worth their keep if they were fed as are 
milk cows at home, but also getting their feed from grass alone their milk is not 
rich in cream or of a large quantity. Howevwr they are strong and disease resis¬ 
tant and can live on almost nothing. Mr. Ili^ in bottom has imported four different 
brands of good milk cattle and is crossing them with the native cattle and trying 
different methods of feeding and raising the quantity and quality of the milk, 
lie has taken land which was almost worthless and after leveling it in -daces and 
making dams and irrigation ditches, fertilizing and cultivating, raised the value 
of the land for renting from 1/2 rupee to 225 rupees, 175 of which goes for water, 
but there is a margin of 49 1/2 mvpees against l/s rupee. Millet grows from 5 or 
7 feet in bad season to 17 feet in good season and on good land. 

But greatest of all their work is to take the high, caste boys, some of 
them relatives of high officials in native states, and. to teach them to work with 
their hands in the dairy and on the farm. Hot only this they are teaching them 
about sanitation and social service, and many of those boys are now doing work 
on the farm formerly done only by low caste people to earn some money themselves 
with which to nay for milk for poor children in the nearby villages. Instead of 
trying to convert them and make evangelists of them they are teaching them to 
live and act in a Christian way, whatever religion they cling to, and to help the 
people of the villages where help is so sorely needed. The great majority of the 
people of India live in villages, and most of the work of the missions has been 
in the cities. There are so many villages and they are so small that it is hard 
to distribute the work because it is not customary for Indian women to act as the 
school teachers and few are educated anyway and when the men get an education they 
want to become clerks. There is a Bible class taught by Mrs. Hi.; inbottom, and 
another one taught by one of the men for more advanced students. Some of the 
students come to Mrs. Higginbottom now and then tmx voluntarily for more study 
and reading of the Bible and to talk more about religion. A few of them become 
professing Christians before they leave, some after they reach their homes, but 
whatever religion they go by they all learn more about living in brotherly love. 

A leper asylum is also under charge of the Higginbottoms and others of 
the mission. When they took it over there were about 50 lepers camped in front 
of the gate running around any old way. How there are 400 and if there were monejr 
to build more barracks there would be more. They have turned away 300 fore lack ■ 
of room. Bach leper or couple if both are affected, have a room and in front of 
it a garden space. There is a cooking space and a space for their bathing, better 
than they had in villages, and they are allowed so much grain per day and so much 
to spend for other food. They are happy and content. The unblemished children 
are taken away at two years old and kept apart with good loving care. They are 
given schooling and educated for a place in the world. SnaiBXHi the lighter cases 
of children are kept apart and treated also, and when they are older given training 
to fit them for life. I Tost of them are cured and allowed to leave. I saw a class 
of girls about 12 years old who were being trained to do delicate laboratory work 
of all kinds and they are assured of positions in hospitals as soon as they are 
cured. But think of it, 300 people turned away to roam the country and perhaps 
infect others because there is not money enough to build rooms for them. 










At Delhi Kirby and I stayed with bhe methodist missionaries, 3.n. 
Clemenc, a delightful place and at least Mrs. Clemenc was delightful, but he 
was away at the time. Kirby and Sherwood had lunch the first day with the 
Viceroy and were very much impressed with him. He is a great man trying his 
best to do what is right in a difficult and-trying situation. He was very 
friendly and cordial to them and gave them much time to talk with him alone* 

There were two English people there at the same time, A couple from 
around Simla working under the Bretheren. The man had been out 34 years and 
his wife 25. Very nice people and very good, but ultra conservative and rather 
dogmatic in thefcr beliefs. You may be sure that Turing meals there was a lot 
of good humored discussion back and forth. There was one period when this man 
had not read a newspaper for seven years, but he had traveled a hundred miles 
behind Everest, and up through Persia, Turkestan and into Russian territory. 

He knows a lot about the backward hill peoples. 


At Delhi we saw the old fort built by the Moguls in 1640 and a tower 
further on built by a man for his daughter so she could climb up and look out 
to the Jumna river. At this place was an Iron column raised in the 4th century. 
There were many ruins of old forts, an observatory, tombs and mosques. The 
houses of the common people do not remain as ruins because they are of mud and 
straw, be saw the huge Jama Masjid mosque, the largest in India where huge 
throngs worship on ihridays, and walked through a bazar street with little stalls 
on either side where the men either worked in silver, sold cloth or fruits or 
food, or else'slept on the floor of the tiny shop. People were walking two and 
fro, jostling one and another or walking around the sacred cows. The children 
usually stared at us and many are afraid that if we look at them we will inflict 
them with the evil eye. I have often seen the children with a black or red ring 
around their eyes to protect them from the evil eye and the horses or bullocks 
sometimes have beads around their necks or over their heads to project them irom 
the evil eye. Of sanitation and cleanliness they know nothing .and care nothing. 

Oherwood and Maud have left us for a while. We are here at Agra and 
as we are only here two days are staying at a hotel. There are good hotels and 
we are more free to do as we please. We went out to see the xaj Mahal yesterday 
afternoon after tea and stayed until after the full 'soon rose. It is called one 
most beautiful building in the world and it fully lives up to its reputation. 

It is built of pure white marlle with portions of the Koran inlaid in black stone 
There is some decoration in red stone inlaid in floral designs, but ib is so 
delicate that only one section is perceptible at a short distance. There is much- 
carving of flowers on the wall panels, hut tne tiling wmcn shows up moso nr chives 
it the look of delicate * x ax beauty is the carved stone grill work at 
windows and doors. It has stood 310 years and yet it is as vuite and beautiful 
today as it probably ever v/as. vfe liked it best just at sunset ’while fcnsie was 
still good light and with soft rose colored clouds floating behind, and with a 
frame of trees on either side. It is very lovely, like a dream in.moonlight. 

It was built by a man for his favorite wife, w.io bore 14 cnilnren in In years and 
died at the birth of the last. Shah Jehan was a great.powerful nan in Indian. 
history. He had many subjects and much wealth. He could do great things, ouo 
I sometimes wonder how many workmen died that this beautiful monument migni, be 
here to delight us. I hope you. can all see it some ua.y* 

Back in Delhi we saw the New Delhi being ouilt by the Grovemmeno at a 
very great cost.* Beautiful buildings for the government and a Viceregal palace, 
but who can say whether they are better than what some people call a more con¬ 
structive world Oh well, who are we to question? X an having a lovely oi. iu 
and learning heaps. I don't get a chance to talk much now* naturally, but wait 
until I get back and I will talk your right am: off. 


Loach love, 


60 





Agr*, India, November 18, 1929 


tear Folksi 

Our luggage ftem Lend so and what ww had sent on fm Cairo to save oar ting 
it aeroas the desert, and which wo did not stay to olaia la Beatty, thinking It would 
follow la a day or two, oaao a fow hours before ws loft Calcutta for Allahabad on 
low amber 11th* Wo had shifted our program sons what* In the city of Allahabad Sherwood 
atayed la the home of Jswaharlal Nehru, who is the preeIdmt-eleet of the Indian 
Congress, and wo stayed with Ur* sal Mrs* 8«s Slgglnbot’ om of the Agricultural 
Institute* 

The Hlgglabettomm are deiig a wonderful work of service in India * They are 
teaohing the India no to help tb easel vss and running an expmri mental farm to improve 
dairy oanlo, land, crops and pooplo* The eat tie of India are notoriously poor milkers, 
moat of then not being worth their keep if they were fed aa are milch eows at hone* 
(letting their feed aa they do trm grass alone their nilk is not rloh la arms or of 
large quantity* However they are strong and disease resistant and earn lire on almost 
nothing* Mr* Kigginbottom has 1 sported four dif forest brands of good milk eattle and 
in crossing them with native eattle, tying different methods of feeding, thus raising 
the quantity and quality of tie milk* Ho has taken landwhieh wan almost worthless 
and, after leveling it in places and making dams and irrigation A itches, fertilising 
and cultivating, raised the value for renting from l/Z a rupee to 226 rupees* Of this 

1TB reaped goes for water, bub there is still a margin of 49& r pees ago fast 1/2 a 

rupee* Millet grors trm 6 sr T f eat in bad season to IT foot in good season and on good 

land* 


But greatest of all their work is to take high easts boys, sons of theai 
relatives of high officials in native a tatee, and teach them to work with their hands 
In the dairy and on the farm* They are also teaching them sanltntion and social 
service, and many of these boys are new doing wqrk oaths farm formerly done only by 
low easts po^lo to sera some money with Whloh to buy nilk for poor odd Idrom In the 
nearby villages* Instead of trying to convert and mate evangelists of thorn they are 
being taught to lire and aet In a Christian way, Ut tever ths religion they may still 
cling to, and to help the people of India who live la villages where help is eerely 
needed* The great majority of the people of India live In villages, the (Hi 1 **rt of 
the work of the missions has boon In the oitles* There are so o*ny villages and they 
are so small that it la hard to die tribute the work* It fa not ee* ternary for Indian 

women bo aet as school toaehers and fww are educated enough to do no. When men got mi 

oduoatioa they want to b*oosm clerks* There in a Bible elans taught by Mrs* Biggin- 
bottom, and wiofc her sne taught by one of tfcemen for mure advanced studrst s. Some of 
the students earn# to Mrs * Hlgginbottom now a nd than voluntarily fbr more study and 
reading, of ths Bible and to talk more abmt religion. A faw ef them besoms prof easing 
Christians before they leavw, some after they r*aoh their homos, but whatever religion 
they exbrace they have all learned more about living in brothsrly love* 

A leper asylum la also under the shares of the Higglabottoms and others Of 
the mission* tfhen they took it over there wore about 60 lepers eanpod in f rock ef 
the gate* How there are 400 and if there wer* money to build sere barracks there would 
bo more* Huy have tuned tarty BOO for laok of ream* fash leper, or couple if both 

are affbsted, has a room and in (bent of it a garden spaas* There Is a seeking spaoe 

and a spas# fbr bathing, bettor than they had la villages, and they so allowed so such 
grain p«r day and no muoh to spend for ether food* They are happy and contented* 

The unblemished children w e taken away at two years of ago and kopt apart under 
good loving oar*. They ere given schooling and educated far a place in the world* The 
lighter oases among children are kept apart and treated alee, and whan they so older 
they are given training to fit them for life* Host of them are cured and allowed to 
leave* I saw a al as of girls about twelve years old who wore being trained t o do 
delicate laboratory work ef all kinds and they are assured of positions in hospitals 





aa toon *i they re cured* But think at it f 900 persons turned in/ t* reta the 
country and perhaps infeet others because there ie net money « neigh to build rooms 
for thomi 

it Delhi Kirby and X stayed with the Methodist mission tries, Mr* sad Mrs* 

B« W. Clemens* Mrs* Clemeno was delightful, but unf «rtur»tely Mr* Clemens was 
sway at the tins* Kirby and Sherwood had lu^h the first day with tto Viceroy 
and wore very mush impressed with hisu Bo la a greet tmn trying his best to do 
what is right in a diffiailt and trying situ&tl cm* Bo was very friendly and 
oordlal to ta andgave then much time to talk with him alone* 

Thar# were to English people there at the earn time, a staple from around 
Simla working under the Brethren* The man had boon cut 34 years and his wife 26* 

They wore very nice parsons and very good, but ultra conservative, and rathv 
dogmatic in their beliefs* You may be sure that during meals there was a 1st of 
good humored discussion book and forth* Thors was one peri od when this nan had 
not read a newspaper for seven years, but ho had traveled a hundred miles behind 
Everest, and up through Persia, Turkestan and into Russian territory* Re knows 
a lot a bout the backward hill peoples* 

At Delhi wo saw the old fort built by the Mofftls in 1640 and a tower further 
on built by a man for his daighter to she oould climb up and look out to the Jumna 
Biver* At this place wae on iron column raised in the fburth century* There were many 
ruins «f eld ftrte, an obeerratory, tombs and masques* The heusos of the eorron 
people do rot remain as ruins beonuee they are of mud and straw* vs saw the huge 
Jana Vasjid mosque, the largest in India, where huge throve worship on Fridays, 
and walked through a basaar street with little stalls on either side where the 
men either worked in silver, sold sloth or fruits or food, or else slept on the floor 
of the tiny shop* People were walking to and fro, jostling one another or walkiig 
around the sacred caws* The children usually stared at us for many are afraid that 
if we look at then wo will Inflict them with toe Evil Eye* I have often seen the 
children with s black or rod ring aroud their eyes to protect then from this Evil 
Eye and the horses eutd bull Oaks ■ emetines have beads eurouni their neoks or over their 
b eads to protest them from it* Of sanitation and oleanliness they know nothing end 
euro less* 

Sherwood and Maud tore left us far s while* Ws are hero at Agra and as we are 

to be hare only two days are stopping at a hotel* There are goad hotels end we are 

freer to do as we please* We went out to see the Taj Mahal yesterday afternoon after 
tea and stayed until after the full neon rose* It la sailed the meat beautiful 
building la the world and it fully lives up to its roputati on. It is built of pure 
white marble with portions of the Koran inlaid in bis.ok stone* There is aojeae 
defloration in red stone inlaid i n floral designs, but it is so delicate that only 
one section is paroeptible at a to art distance* Thsro le mush curving of flowers on 
the wall panels, but the thing which shows qp best atol gives it the look of delioate 
beauty Is the carved stone grill work at windows and doors* It has stood 900 years 
and yet it ie as white and beautiful today aa it probably ever was* We liked it best 
just at sunset while there we* still a good light end with soft rose colored clouds 
floating behind, and with a frame of tre e on either side* It to very lovely, like a 

droam in moonligit* Zt wi built by a man fbr his favorite wife, who bore fourteen 

children in fourteen years and dies at the birth of the last* Shah Johan wss a great 
and powerful nan in Indian history* Be bed many stojests and nuoh wealth* Be could 
do poet things, but 1 sometime wond«r how many workmen died that this beatfciful 
monument night he here to delight us* X wish yeu nsy all see it eons day* 
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Baok in Delhi w. suit the Ho* Delhi beiflg built by the Garment at * t ery 
treat cost* Beautiful buildings for the gcwemioettfc awl a Vloeregal p. laoa, but 
Srian «; sh^er they re £ .r t*n wh* e ^people ca l a -r* 
wtrkT Oh well, vfo are we te queitioal I ass has! he a lwely Uwe ani Icurni^ 
heaps* I don't get a chance to talk nuch now, naturally, u ufc wait until I got 
back be»e and 1 will talk your right ar* right off. 

uuoh Lore 


UU11 klUi AOS 





Benares, Wovember 22, 1929* 


Dear Folks: 

The past week has been one of extraordinary interest and profit. 

Our first stop after leaving Calcutta was in Allahabad. We stayed at the home 
of Sam Higginbottom, a missionary who is conducting an Agricultural Institute 
and teaching the Indians how to improve their farming methods. He and his wife 
also conduct a leper asylum. Sherwood and Maud stayed with one of the most 
prominent Indian families in India. The son, Jawaharlal Nahru is president of 
the Indian National Congress this year and the father was president last year. 

They are very wealthy and live in a beautiful mansion. Sherwood and I had 
several good talks about political conditions, one of them for two hours without 
interruption. We also met several other important leaders. 

In Delhi, the capital of India, Sherwood and I had luncheon with Lord 
Irwin at the Viceregal lodge. He is Viceroy and Governor-General of India. He 
was most kind to us. Sherwood sat at his right during luncheon and I sat at the 
right of Lady Irwin. After luncheon he took us to his private office and talked 
most frankly with us about the situation in India. 

The New Delhi which is being built is a most beautiful city. About 
51 million dollars are being expended on new parliament buildings and other public 
structures. We visited the chief sights of the city, including the largest Moslem 
mosque in India. 

We went to Agra especially to see the Taj Mahal. We were most enthu¬ 
siastic about it. It is the most beautiful building I have ever senn. is a 
mausoleum and memorial built by one of the kings about 300 years ago iri honor of 
his wife. Under separate cover I am sending you a postcard picture of it. Words 
simply cannot describe its beauty. We saw at the best time of day, just as the 
sun was sinking. We also had the good fortune to be there when the moon was full 
and got a glorious view of it by night. We shall never forget it# 

In Lucknow a series of meetings were arranged for me. I spoke three 
times at the Lucknow Christian College and also at the Isabelle Thoborn College 
for Women. We had a goodnrisit with Enola &ho Forsgren, a classmate at Drake. 

We will write you later about our experiences hare in Benares, one of 
the great Hindu centers where pilgrims come from all over the country. On 
Sunday we met Sherwood and Maud and go on with them to Poona, Bombay, and 
Sabarmati. In the latter place we are to spend three days with Mahatma Gandhi, 
who is in many ways the greatest man now alive. Both of us are keeping remarkably 
well and enjoying ourselves to the very limit. 

I hope that this letter will reach you in time to convey our most 
loving Christmas greetings. We shall be thinking of you all during this l&p py 
period and wish that we might all be together. May God*s richest blessings be 
upon youl 

Affectionately yours. 
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Kensres, Kovonbor 88, 1929. 


Deer Iolka» 

Th« past r.eek has been one of extraordinary interest and profit• 

Our first atop after leaving Calcutta was In Allahabad. Ve stayed at the hone 
ot Sa* Higirlnbottom, ■ missionary who la conducting an Agricultural Institute 
and toaol itifr the Indiana how to improve their farming method#• He and his wife 
also conduct a leper eeylun. Sherwood and baud stayed with ena of tbs moat 
prominent Indien families in India. The ton, Jawaharlsl Hahru la preaidant of 
the Indian National Congress thla yenr and the father wea president lsat year. 

They are very wealthy end live In a beautiful mansion. Sherwood and I had 
several feed talks about political Bonditlona, one of them for two hours without 
interruption* We also met saveral other Important leaders* 

In Dolhi, the capital of India, Sherwood and I had luncheon with Lord 
Irwin at the Viceregal lodge* He la Vieerey and ^Corner-General of India* He 
wea moat kind to us. Sherwood set at his right during luncheon and I set at ths 
right of Lady Irwin. After luncheon ho took ue to his private off lee snd talked 
m«8t frankly with u« shout the situation in India* 

The Now Dolhi which is being built is a moat beautiful city. About 
SI million dollars are being expended on new parliament buildings and other public 
structures. e visited the ohief sights of the city, including ths largest Moslem 
mosque in Indis. 

'■* ««nt to Agra especially to ace the Taj Mahal. he were most enthu¬ 
siastic about it. It la the most beautiful building 1 havs aver senn. H Is e 
mausoleum and womerit1 built by one of tho kings about 300 years age in honor of 
his Wifa. Under separate oerer I am sending, you a postcard pieture of it. ■ erd- 
simply cannot describe its beauty, " v a saw at the best time ef day, just So ths 
sun was sinking. «e alee had the good fortune te b« there when the moon was full 
snd *ot a r.lorioua view of it by nir.nt* be shall never forget 

In Lucknow a > eries ef ncetings wero arranged for no. I spoke three 
tinea at the Lucknow Christian College and also at the Isabelle Thoborn Collar# 
for Pomen. a had e good -visit with Enola no foragren, a else exist a at Drake. 

v io will writs you later about our experiences here in Benares, one of 
the great Hindu canters whrre pilgrims eons from all aver the country. On 
Sunday we set herwood snd Laud and go on with thaw to Poona, Bombay, ami 
S aba mat i. In tho latter place we are to spend three days with IChftin* Gandhi, 
w o is In many ways the greatest man now alive. Both of* us are keeoin* res*rk*bly 
well and enjoying our as Ives to the very limit. 

I hope that this letter will r<-seh you in time to convey our treat 
loving Christmas greetings. Wa shall be thinking of you all during this hppy 
period and wish that wa might all be together. Uay Ood»a richest blessings be 
upon yeut 


Affectionately youra. 




T i*n*r«i Imdbtr U, 1929* 


Dour Folksi 

The past week hes boon one of extraordinary lntoroot end rofit* 

Our first stop after leaving C*loutt* wm in Allahabad. *m atayod at the bone 
of 3ai- iilg'inbottam, a missionary who is conducting an Agrleultural institute 
and toaoi.iaj* the Indian* how to lmprorve their farming mothods. He and his wife 

also conduct a leper asylum* Sherwood end Maud stayed with one of the noet 
prominent Indian families in Indie. The eon, Jawmharlsl Bahru la preaidant of 
the Indian National Congress this y«rr and tho father wee praaldant last year. 

They ere very wealthy end live in e beautiful mansion. Sherwood end X had 
aeveral good talks about political conditions, one of them for two hour a without 
interruption. e also mat never el other important leaders. 

Itt Delhi, the eapltal of India, Sherwood end I had luncheon with Lord 
Irwin at the Viceregal lodge. He la Viceroy and Oe*ornor - senera1 of India. He 
was ; 1 oat kind to us. Sherwood sat st his right during luncheon and I set at the 
right ef lady Irwin. After luncheon he took us to his privets offloe and talked 
most frankly with us shout tho situation in Indis. 

The Hew Delhi vhiefa Is being built is s nest beautiful city. About 
SI million dollars are being expended an new parliament buildings and other public 
structures. «e visited the chief sights of the eity, ineluding the largest Moslem 
mosque in India. 

e went to Agra especially to see the Taj Mahal. w* were -oat enthu¬ 
siastic about it. It is the most beautiful building I have ever oenn* Hist 
ra usoleum and memorial built by one of the kings about 300 years ago In honor of 
his wife. Undur separate cover I an sending you a postcard picture of it. ords 
simply cannot describe its beauty. a saw at tho beat time of day, just as the 
tun was sinking, '« alee had tho good fortune to ho there whan the moan waa full 
and get a glorious view ef it by night. We shall never forgot it. 

In Luoknow s series of neetinga wore arranged for me. I spoke throe 
times at tho Lucknow Christian Collage and also at th* Isabelle Thebem Collars 
for Women* We had a good .-visit with Snels no fersgron, a elsssmste at Drake. 

We will writs you later about our experiences hare in Benares, one of 
the great Hindu centers where pilgrims oome from all ever the country, te 
.-unday we mat herwood and Maud and go on with thaw to Peons, Bombay, owl 
Seberaeti. In the latter piece we are to spend three days with Ushatma Sandhi, 
who le In many ways the greatest icon near alive. Beth of us era keeping remarkably 
well end enjoying our selvaa to the very limit. 

I hope that tide letter will reach you in time to convey our most 
loving ebristmae greetings. T'a shall be thinking ef you all during this tippy 
period sad wish that we M^t all be together. May 0od*s richest blessings be 
upon ywul 


Affectionately yours. 
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Th* past week has bsen on© of extraordinary Interest and profit. 

Oar first step after leaving Calcutta was In.aiahabad.VestayedattHa hone 
of 5m Hlgglnbottom, a missionary who Is conducting an Agricultural Institute 
end teaching the Indians ho* to Improve their farming methods. He and hie wife 
else conduct « leper asylum. Sherwood and Maude stayed with one o the most 
prominent Indian families in India. The son, Jawaharlal Nahru is ©resident of 
the Indian National Congress this year and the father wae presi.ent last y* R »» 

They ue very wealthy and live In a beautiful mansion. Sherwood and I had* 
several good talks about poilitical conditions, one of them for two hours without 
Interruption* We also met several other important loaders. 

In Delhi* the capital of India, Sherwood and I had luncheon with lord 
Irwin at the Viceregal lodge. He Is Viceroy and Governor-General of India. He 
wae most kind to us. fherwood sat at his rl&it during lunohecn and I sat at the 
right of Indy Irwin. After luncheon he took uo to his private office and talked 
moat frankly with us about the situation In Indio* 

The New Delhi which Is being built is a moat beautiful city. About 
81 million dollars are being expended on new parliament build Inga and other public 
structures, *e visited the chief eights of the city, including the largest 

itoelam mosque in India. 

ne mnt to Agio especially to eee the Taj Mahal. We were moat enthus¬ 
iastic about It. It Is the moat beautiful building I baw ever * 

mausoleum and cwaorlal built by one of the kings about 300 years ago i* honor of 
his wife. Under separate cover I am sending you a postcard picture of it. > ords 
simply cannot describe its beauty. We saw at the best time of day, Just as the 
SMk sac sinking, w* also had the good fortune to be there when the noon was fuU 
and got a glorious vie* of It by night. ** hhnll nsver forget it. 

la Iuoknow a aeries of meeting* were arranged for ». I poke three 
times at the Iuoknow Christian College and also at the Isabella Thoborn -oUeg© 
for Sons*. We had a g»od visit with £nola mo Forogren, a classmate at Drake. 


ft will write you later about cur experiences here in Benares, ana of 
ths (ireat ^*wdu centers where pilgrims case from all over the country. On 
Sunday we meet Sherwood and Maude end go on with them to ?<w. ^ndhi 

Sabarraatl. In the Utter pUce we are to spend three days with Gandhi, 

who is in many ways the greatest sen now nUve. Both of us are keeping remarkably 
well and are enjoying ourselves to the very limit. 

I hope that this letter will reach you in time W convey 
loving Christina* greetings. *e shall he thinking of you all during this happy 
period and wish that w* miigit all be together. Itey 0od*s rlshest blessing* he 

upon you! 


Affectionately yours* 
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amu, H SVW ia P S > 19, U8», 


Dm IHUH! 


Since ay last long letter we have rlsiud Banana and Poena. 

Tha former i« one of the holy cities of Hinduism. The Canges Is lined with 
ta^plaa and about a million pilgrim ocm fren all over India each year. 

^ thing in the Ganges la supposed to wsah a nay aim and to die la tha holy 
city of Banana mhos it eortala that you will *o to hsavwa. to hind a 
amll boat and a guide and surly In tho nomine wo rowed up and down tho 
riwr rti*re mm c©t m mmm&mvtul tlt» of oil that m go lag <m% It mu 
difficult for ua to mall 20 how supreme a privilege It was for thorn nllgrim 
ta bathe In the Ganges and drink it* aaend wator. 


la Toona wa stayed at tha Christa Sera «nAa, a Christian aahrsm 
or mono*tic order, whan about IS F-nglish and Indian Christian* aro 11 Tins 
tha email life tor-other. They oondnet a student hostel or bsfti*henss 
nearby, visit hoapltala. Jails and leper asylums, do evangelistic * 6 rk, ***, 
They subject theoeelvas to e rigorous discipline. Sack non has a snail soil, 
sloops an a blanket on the bare floor, does come manual labor every day. 

N«e of thm havo prlvato poeooeaicna, they oat together mi have their bare 
necessities provided fna i eemon fund. Sevm time dally they have 
corporate worship sad meditation together. it daybreak and at sunset thaw 
gather In a circle outdoor* and 9 and half en hourtT * llanos. They all 

woar Indian clothe*, go barefoot and oat Indian food. They earn to bo a 
joyous company and aro making a deep Impression upon the Indian* in their 
neighborhood. 


70 art hero in xsaboy for four days before going on Under to 
Sabarmtl Aero wa are to spend throe day* with Mahatm Oandhl at hie 
aahrsn* ffo have never looked forward with we eagerness to my experience 
on the trip than to this visit. A week after thU latter reaches you, a 
long description of our talks with Qondhl Should roach you. 


far tha next two months you had better send your letter to 

jm* m ttWfflW $SS&* *• mil trm Colombo, Ceylon, 
Jan* 3th for Manila, stopping for a few days sarouts at Hongkong, hut it 
will ho safer to wand letter to Shanghai, Acre wo All be from about 
February Cth or 10th 


vo shall ho thinking of you constantly during the Chrlstma 
1 hays that you All havo a naet Joyous experience. 

ffsetionately youra. 











Dear Feltet 


*e ui hiring one of the abet MtmUt experiences ef onr Uvaa» 

Ve left Bcntfwy it 8i46 Sunday evening Tin the Qurernt Mail rad reach Ahnedabad 
it ti48 the next moraine. *• were ant et the edition ty Staraerlnl ft* Setter 
end Ranehalel mlrtlal, both veer lag the frame white Mtadl Oeadhl rap* The 
fsaer in secretary of the Ul MU aplraers* UtuUttai end the inter in e 
■111 owner* Thor drove no la two Chevrolet* four miles north to the Aahran* 
Fra# seven Sender evening to raven Woods? evening Gendhi ns lata ins absolute 
alienee. Bo net ne open arrival withe neat genial anile but did not sp a ah to 
uo until later. 

9mm U e frail little an, ralteing lorn than one hundred peunde* 
Be rate only fruit and ante and drlnte goat*# milk. Be erlera at four o*eltelt 
In the ranking and t* ra ineoeerat end tireless sorter. Ora wondera how ho 
dorlvwn eoeh ananlag vitality fra so Brail a body. 

The Anhrra 1* n self-contained ecasaunlty or eolony. The fans hra 
about 300 ores of lend* Thera ere usually about 140 te VO povarae in tin 
Ulna at a given the, ineteCIng the regular workers and their families, 
tel the stud rate in the Aehrra school* the pur peas of the *tei— ie te train 
workers for leadership in the villages of India and to serve ae a teeter tel 
clearing-house far the rraollra of hra spinning and weaving* The rules far 
etelraise are very strict end the discipline ie very rigorous* I shell tall 
yen wore about these raise in an article white X an writing* 

All meal* are taken in a c o ro ta dining room. Indian food U served 
in Indian fashion. everybody alts on the floor end eats with the ritet hand. 
The nral coos let# of vegetables* fruit, milk or surds* Sene ef the nefb wear 
no elethora above the wnlet. 


Gandhi la e greet believer in tens spinning and waving* Bash year 
India spends an nw a ra sun in parcbaslnf; foreign sloth, while tans ef allliraa 
•f Ted lees are idle far month* ef the year* Gandhi thinks that it is batter 
to uss this idle tine for spinning and Save the money that now goes for foreign 
sloth* so he la leading a mov-rant te get the villager* to take up spinning 
and weaving* Its always spine for at least an hour a day himself. 

in u laager report letter I m giving cm account of some ef the 
things we dicoweeed with him* X m going throute hie various writings with 
eons rare rad ra preparing a long article about him shite I will send te you 
Into*. 


WW count this visit one of th ; rad-letter experiences of cur lives* 
Both of us are rail* 


Affectionately youre. 




Mahatma Gandhi*s Aahram, 
Sabarmati, December 4, 1929. 


Dear Friendt 

Rare privileges have been accorded us during recent weeks, Mahatma 
Gandhi* Rabindranath Tagore, Lord Irwin the Viceroy and Governor-General, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, M, A. Jinnah, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Dr, M, A. Ansari, Sir 
Phiroze Sethna - these are among the noted persons we have met and talked with 
since our arrival in India. 

Mr, and Mrs. Eddy and my wife and I are just completing three memor¬ 
able days with Mahatma Gandhi. The way had been paved for us by letters from 
C t F, Andrews, by the fact that Gandhi had read one of Sherwood Eddy’s books 
and passed it on to Jawaharlal Nehru, and that he had published most'of my 
volume ,f Wart Its Causes, Consequences and Cure' 1 in twenty issues of his paper 
Young India * The result was that we were quickly taken into the family circle 
at the Ashram, We had three long interviews with Mahatmaji, in addition to 
many fleeting contacts with him during our stay, in spite of the fact that he 
had been away on tour for three months and was to leave again within a week. 

We arrived at the Ashram on Monday, which is Gandhi’s day-of silence. 
Beginning at seven o’clock every Sunday evening, he observes absolute silence 
for twenty-four hours. This period is spent in rest, meditation, and writing 
his weekly contributions for Young India , Two of his friends met us at the 
Ahmedabad railway station and drove us four miles in a Chevrolet to our desti¬ 
nation. Gandhiji received us with a most hospitable smile but was unable to con¬ 
verse with us until later. We spent the day talking with members of the colony 
or community and in observing the various activities being conducted. At seven 
we attended corporate worship. The entire company sits in the sand overlooking 
the river, under the open sky. Following the chanting of the evening prayers, 
Mahatmaji broke his silence and talked on a devotional theme. Then followed 
the daily business meeting. As the roll was called, each person reported the 
quantity of his or her spinning for the day. This was followed by a half hour’s 
discussion of a proposed new daily schedule of meals and other activities. We 
could not understand what was being said but were intensely interested in watch¬ 
ing the proceedings. With the utmost good humor and patience Gandhiji brought 
out the various points of view, until some forty persons nad taken part in the 
discussion. No vote was taken but a unanimous agreement was reached. 

Mr. Gandhi then invited us to his own quarters. He seated himself 
on his bed in the open garden where he sleeps, while we*occupied a nearby bench, 
and there we talked for nearly an hour. Standing about the bed and the bench 
were a soore of his co-workers, listening eagerly ,to the conversation. It was 
a picture we shall not soon forget. On the following afternoon we were invited 
to his office. In accordance with the Indian custom, we removed our shoes at 
the door and sat on the floor. He was working away at his spinning whe^l. For 
an hour and a half we talked politics. He expressed himself with the utmost 
frankness concerning the present situation. The spinning seemed to be an almost 
automatic performance and did not in the least interfere with the conversation* 

On his busiest days and even when on tour he always spins for at least an hour. 

On the following afternoon we again talked for more than an hour while he went 
on spinning. 
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The four of us felt that we were in the presence of one of the nob¬ 
lest spirits of the age, if not indeed the greatest man now alive. He has a 
frail little body and weighs less than a hundred pounds. He wears a minimum 
of clothes, usually goes stripped to the waist, with his feet bare except for 
sandals when outdoors. His ears are large, his teeth are in wretched shape, 
his head is shaved, and yet you do not think of him as homely. He eats only 
fruit and nuts and drinks goat 1 a milk. Arising at three or four o’clock every 
morning, he is an indefatigable worker, Barely alone, he does much of his work 
with a crowd about him. Methodical in his habits, he is as punctual as a clock. 
His mind cuts like a razor. He expresses himself with brevity and clarity in the 
purest of English. Body and mind are subjected to an extraordinarily rigorous 
discipline, yet there is no trace of austerity about him, On the contrary, he 
is the most jovial of persons. Following the evening meal he usually takes the 
children for a walk. Ascetic in spirit, entirely selfless in his conduct, sac¬ 
rificial in his devotion to the masses, Mahatmaji has captured the imagination 
and won the devotion of more millions of human beings than any other person for 
many generations. 

We were fortunate in finding Rabindranath Tagore at his Calcutta home. 
Later we are planning to spend three days with him at Santiniketan, Although in 
frail health, the Poet talked with us freely for an hour concerning a wide range 
of questions. It was a benediction just to be in his presence. After our longer 
visit with him, I shall give you my impressions of hi3 personality and influence. 

At Allahabad we were entertained by Sam Higginbottom and Jawaharlal 
Nehru. The former is well known for his agricultural institute. The latter is 
President-Elect of the Indian National Congress, the annual gathering of the 
largest and most important political party; ex-President of the All-India Trade 
Union Congress; and leader of the Youth League of India. His father, Motilal 
Nehru, who was president of the Congress last year, was away on tour but we 
expect to meet him later. The Nehru family is very wealthy and lives in a pal¬ 
atial mansion. Father and son disagree drastically in many of their opinions on 
social questions. Jawaharlal is more radical in his political and economic ideas. 
He is a socialist, not a communist as is often asserted. A graduate of Harrow 
and Cambridge, he is brilliantly prepared for leadership. He is seeking to or¬ 
ganize students and workers for more efficient activity in the campaign for 
independence from Great Britain, on the one hand, and from the landlords and 
'industrialists, on the other. Favored with a magnetic and lovable personality, 
Jawaharlal kindles audiences and crowds wherever he goes and is the idol of In¬ 
dian youth. So passionate is his revolt against the reactionary customs and 
cruel practices of conventional religion that he calls himself an agnostic, al¬ 
though it would be difficult to discover many men in any country who possess 
his untiring zeal for the public welfare. From the tinge of sadness in his 
countenance, it is apparent that he is suffering intensely over the miseries of 
his people. That he is honest and sincere is admitted even by his most vigorous 
opponents. Next to Gandhi, or perhaps even more so, he is the man most feared 
by the British Government. The name of Jawaharlal Nehru will appear prominently 
in the news from India during the coming months. His star is rising rapidly and 
soon may be shining most brilliantly of all. 

From the Nehru home we went direct to the Viceregal Lodge in Delhi, 
where we were entertained at luncheon by Lord and Lady Irwin. We were deeply 
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irupr 0 13sed wi th tbe persona.li ty and attitudes of the Viceroy. Every where he is 
held in high honor and is trusted as few Viceroys have over been. After lunch¬ 
eon he invited us to his private office and there unfolded to us some of the 
difficulties with which he is confronted and dicussad some of the plans he has 
in mind. I have no doubt whatever that the Viceroy and the Labor Government 
intend to do the wise and generous thing for India. They are, however, faced 
with two sets of obstacles: they lack a working majority in Parliament and are 
therefore compelled to move cautiously in order to carry a portion of the Lib¬ 
erals and Tories with themj and, secondly, they must deal with an impatient and 
embittered public opinion in India. 

The tragic truth is that a considerable proportion of educated In¬ 
dians have lost confidence In the British people. Suspicion and enmity are dis¬ 
tressingly prevalent, and old residents here say that the tide is still rising 
at a perilous pace. The ancient tradition of British fair play is rapidly 
being shattered. British promises are no longer accepted at face value. Even 
those Englishmen who have served India most faithfully and sacrificially are 
often objects of abuse and derision, C. F, Andrews is probably more highly hon¬ 
ored and more deeply beloved than any foreigner in this land, yet two Indian 
journals recently launched vicious attacks upon him, one count in their indict¬ 
ment being the fact that he had dined with the British Ambassador in Washington! 
Reminders of the incalculable contribution that Britain has made to India’s 
welfare are impatiently brushed aside or met with’sneering references to British 
hypocrisy and greed. Gratitude toward alien rulers has never in all history 
been an outstanding characteristic of subject peoples who are passionately seek¬ 
ing freedom. Not until responsible self-government has been actually achieved 
will most Indian nationalists be in a mood to trust the British or to acknowl¬ 
edge India’s debt to them. 

The effect of the Viceroy’s statement of November first has been in 
large measure dissipated by tho debates in Parliament, At present sentiment is 
undoubtedly swinging rapidly to the left. Unless the four conditions of the 
Delhi manifesto - (l) the granting of an amnesty to political prisoners, (2) 
the admission that the Round Table- Conference is to be assembled for the purpose 
of framing a Dominion Status consitution rather than to discuss when it is to 
be granted, (3) the selec tion of a preponderant number of delegates with the 
Congress mind, and (4) the exhibition of a new .spirit on the part of the Govern¬ 
ment "are as good as met by December 31, 1929," Gandhi will join the indepen¬ 

dence group and lead the country in a campaign of non-violent non-cooperation. 
Moreover, he will not call off the campaign even if, against his wishes, indi¬ 
vidual acts of violence are committed. He believes that the Labor Government 

lacks both the will and the power to grant complete Dominion Status. He will 

be satisfied with nothing loss than Dominion Status without reservations, He 
desires to see British soldiery and a British commander-in-chief retained in 
India for a number of years, and to have the British Government temporarily con¬ 
tinue the direction of foreign policy and the relations with the Indian States, 
bub all this must be done at the invitation of the self-governing Dominion of 
India, subject to its control and to be terminated at its discretion or in ac¬ 
cordance with a previous agreement. 

In response to our question, "Why not attend the Round Table Confer¬ 
ence and hear what the Government have to offer?" Mr. Gandhi replied: "The 
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answer is incredibly simple. If they mean business why not convince me, why 
not make a private statement to a few representative Indian leaders? If Mr. 
MacDonald would wire the Viceroy a definite promise of Dominion Status at the 
Round Table Conference and send a pledge that the Labor Government would stake 
its political life upon that promise, I would be satisfied and would be will¬ 
ing, if necessary, to fight the National Congress single-handed. I think I 
could pledge the Congress to attendance at the Round Table Conference and full 
cooperation in working out the policy of complete Dominion Status without res¬ 
ervations. This -assurancs from Mr, MacDonald should be in writing but could be 
kept entirely private and not be passed on to any others than the small group of 
Indian leaders to whom it is communicated by the Viceroy, This delegation might 
even be confined to one or two leaders. If some further word is not received 
from the Government, the Lahore Congress v/ill certainly declare for complete 
independence and launch a campaign of non-cooperation and civil disobedience. 11 

Mr. Gandhi and other Indian leaders with whom we have talked freely 
admit that under self-government there will undoubtedly be a much greater degree 
of inefficiency and corruption. They foresee a period of chaos and possible 
bloodshed. But they are prepared to face the worst conditions that can be pre¬ 
dicted rather than to prolong the present status which they regard as humiliat¬ 
ing, demoralizing and intolerable. They, therefore, dismiss as irrelevant the 
question as to whether or not India is fit for self-government. They say that, 
if necessary, they would prefer to go to hell as citizens of a free nation than 
tu dwell in paradise under British rule. To be "eaten up by the hordes from 
the North-West and Central Asia,*' says Mahatma Gandhi, would be a "position in¬ 
finitely superior to one of ever-growing emasculation,,.a sudden overwhelming 
swoop from Central Asia...would be humane deliverance from the living and ignom¬ 
inious death which we are going through at the present moment. 11 So intense is 
the longing for freedom and so bitter is the hatred of alien domination that 
British rule in India is certain to become less and les3 efficient. It can be 
prolonged beyond another decade only by the bloody sword. Nothing is more cer¬ 
tain than that India will achieve self-government within the immediate future 
or - one hesitates to contemplate the outcome. 

It is easy to sneer at the Indian National Congress, as is the fash¬ 
ion in Anglo-Saxon circles out here, and say that it represents a mere handful 
of India's three hundred millions and that the masses are utterly indifferent 
to politics, It is beside the point to say that the revolt against British 
rule is confined to an infinitesimal minority. When in human history did the 
populace at large ever support a revolutionary movement until it had already 
achieved success? Slavery and serfdom were not abolished by collective action 
on the part of slaves and serfs. The group of Indians who are determined to 
win freedom for their nation is already sufficiently large and vocal to make 
life simply intolerable for British rulers if responsible self-government is 
not granted at an early date. 

India obviously cannot gain freedom by war. But other methods are 
available. The non-violent non-cooperation movement led by Gandhiji in 1920 
and 1921 came very nearly succeeding, as British officials have since admitted. 
In desperation the Mahatma may again summon bis people bo a program of non-co- 
operation. More than 30,000 Indians gladly went to prison during the former 
campaign and an even greater number may again crowd the jails of the land, A 
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more terrifying prospect is that the policy of non-vidlence may be rejected and 
a campaign of rioting and assassination resorted to. Already there have been 
an ominous number of political murders and riots. Some of the strongest trade 
unions are' under the sway of leaders who openly advocate the adoption of revo¬ 
lutionary tactics, -If another General Dyer, under the sway of the military mind¬ 
set that law and order must be maintained at any cost, should again shoot down 
in cold blood hundreds of Indians as was done at Amritsar, the situation might 
easily get out of hand all over the country and the terrible scenes of the Mu¬ 
tiny be repeated. After all*, there are only 165,000 Britisners in the whole of 
India, An inflamed and infuriated nation of 320 millions cannot permantently 
be ruled by British bayonets. Moreover, there is an alarming possibility that 
the Communists may deliberately resort to provocative measures in order to 
incite British officials to adopt a drastic policy of repression. The number 
of Communists in the entire country is probably very small, but only a handful 
of incendiaries is needed to kindle a huge conflagration when so much inflamma¬ 
ble material is scattered about. 

There are drastic differences of opinion a^s to how serious would be 
the results if the Lahore Congress should decide to begin non-ocoperation and 
civil disobedience. One group maintains that nothing significant would happen, 
that at most there would be occasional riots which would easily be put down, 
that the few non-cooperators who refused to pay taxes would only lose their pro¬ 
perty and find themselves in jail, and that the vast majority of Indians would 
entirely ignore the non-cooperation movement. The other group contends that 
the country is better prepared for non-cooperation now than it was in 1920 and 
1921, that the volume of bitterness and hatred against Britain has increased 
enormously, and that repressive measures on the part of the Government would 
only fan the flames, Mr, Gandhi is to be found in the latter camp. He told 
his co-workers recently that the anticipated campaign early next year would be 
his last great crusade and that he expected to put every ounce of his energy 
in-to it* The National Congress, the organized workers, the students - and 
Mahatmajii this is a combination of opponents that I would not care to have ar¬ 
rayed against me if I were Viceroy of India! To grant complete Dominion Status 
at this time would undoubtedly be a dangerous procedure; to withhold it may 
prove to be far more perilous. 


My next letter will be sent from Lahore where, from December 26th to 
January 1st, I shall be attending the sessions of the Indian National Congress, 


Cordially vours, 




347 Madison Ave., New York City. 



Dr. Marion E. Kenworthy 

106 EAST FIFTY THIRD STREET 
TELEPHONE PLAZA 1025 

December 9, 1929 


Mrs. Kirby Page, 
f> Y.M.C.A., 

5 Russell Street, 
Calcutta, India 

Dear Mrs. Page: 


I hesitate very much to givg you advice about 
taking pituitary without having more information about you 
as to blood pressure, and so on. My suggestion would be that 
you stop the medicine completely for a month, meanwhile havii^ 
the doees split into two. After the month is up begin taking 
the contents of one-half a capsule at night and keep this up 
without any additional dosage for another six weeks. It may 
be possible that you will develop headaches even with this 
dose. If so,one can't say as to whether the headaches will 
come from too little or too much dosage but since you have 
had this long period of headache upsets it would seem as 
though your doses were too large. If the headaches do 
return even with the very small doses, the only suggestion 
I have to make is that you entirely cut them out until you 
return to the States. 

Thank you so much for your very good letters. 
They have been extremely interesting to me, especially the 
one on the Russian situation for the information in the 
newspapers here is so often unreliable. I am so happy to 
hear that you are having such a good trip. 

Very sincerely yours, 


M1K-/:{ET 








Calcutta* D* 0 amber 10, 10S9* 


Dear Folk** 

Wall, hor® wo are back la Calcutta aim la and Maud and Sherwood or* la 
tho Beuth. Sisco wo laft her* a month ago, w» ho wo boon to Allahabad, to Delhi, 
to Agra to soa tho Taj Mkhal, to luoknow to aao friend*, to Benares, tho holy 
city of the Hindus whop* the holy Heagas rives flows, to Poona to visit a 
Christ las Aahrem, to Bsnbay, to Sabameti to aoo Oondbi, to Bombay and than oa 
to Calcutta again shore wa aollact ouraolvea and our thoughts and do a bit of 
work • Kirby insists a groat Awal of work nnat ba dona and goo# at it as usual 
and oven indues* no to do sons * than to Santinniketan to ooo Tagore and to 
Dnrflaaling to aoo tho no ont alna, back to Calcutta for Christum* and than I shall 
go routb to visit Madras and Madura and wait for Kirby to coma back from I ah ore 
and tho Indian Con 07*00 moating, labors will bo a vary Interacting plan*, but 
Mad and I profsr tho aunahlns of Sffiith India to tho aunahiaa and oold nights of 
Mm* 


X ean*t raaonbor whotfcor I wrote you from Panama or not, certainly 
not affeor being on tho river, bat X am sum I wrote from Agra* Kirby asy* I 
haws not written for ages* Maybe ho la rlefet, anyway ba kept m so busy last 
waste that I bad no tlma to writ# letters* 

We did not try to aao mu oh at Banarws* fa west to aea tho llfa on tho 
river and wa saw it* Tor some roe sen or other the Congas River la more holy at 
Benares than at any Other plane# and for another unknown reason it la holy on one 
aids only, because if a parson dies on tbs other aide of tho river be will not 
go to pared toe or ita equivalent, therefore it la a barren waste, Thor?* mat 
have base an economic reason in times peat, perhaps because the banks on that 
• Ida am low and at flood time everything would ba washed away* Tew must wmMr 
that the mins come all at ones In this land and the river rises a matter of 
•toot 40 foot, and buildings on the livable side am built accord ingly, and the 
steps leading down from the various ton pies and pieces am aany in number and 
built in this way to accomodate the people at various heights of tho voter* 
wo passed by the high priced beat and get late a small rowboat which wan pro- 
pulled by two aoollea aad fitted with a gilds, and old nan who ran about half a 
mil* behind our tongs to got the Job* Thors ware others who wanted it too* 

The whole side of the river la covered with to plea and hugs buildings belonging 
to certain rajahs and maharajahs and tan?las and buildings belonging to rich 
priests and Brahmins and temples and n»w ton piss and turning ghats and temples 
and still mom tswplss* Moat of the buildings have small holes in the aides of 
th# foundations and along the roofs in which various pigeons make their cost* 
and sines no one Is allowed to kills tho birds they breed and multiply beyond 
measure and tho whole air la filled with them. Tie sow la a eacmd animal in 
India, most of thentslng ttm what wa call the Brahxin cattle, with a hump at the 
shoulder, end it Is a gvevlous sin to kill one and no matter haw old or worth- 
leas, they are allowed to live, and to enter tho temples and they seemed to ba 
endowed with the skill of goats amd alinbod the stage as easily as we did, and 
the priests sell food for them and have other ways of using thorn to got money 
from the poor superstitious peasants and pilgrims to the holy city* fe went to 
th* golden Temple, housing various shrines mad* of olay and painted red or bias 
whom people worshiped and mads their way amend amid cows and piles of dirt and 
ribbUh and piles of old flowers used la worshiping. Vs want down to tho river 
In the vary early morning, as the people who ecu always coma to the river for 
their rooming bath* They get do rs to the edgy and bathe th* flees and rins* t‘:o 
mouth and get in and bathe the body and head ar.d drink the vetsr and wash Out 
their elothss, a straight pises of cloth, and than alt oa the bank and rcelt* 
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poetry or prayers or if they do not know then and oannot nod get o priest to 
rood to then from the holy books, nod they sit and meditate beside the holy 
strees* Religion is a part of their life, bat It is all ao much of a Jumble, 

It has brought them to sack a paw la Ufa and one mast fool eorry for thorn, 
but one must admire the way they go at It* Hinduism baa some fine things in It, 
Just as any other religion has, but It also baa some molting things and eons 
traditions and practise* that are naddanlng la the bold they bare on the people 
end which really hasp them slaves to tradition* * The river was larger and moh 
0 leaner than wo thought It would be and some porta of it are frightfully deep, 
with swift flowing water, and the Ilfs st tbs sides waedecMedly Interesting, 
yet frightfully depressing. Frankly, I am glad I don’t live there. It is a 
real stronghold of Hindulam In its various cults, and I imagine the missionaries 
make about ao moeh impression os if they butted their heads against a stone wall, 
yet, If you but often enough and many try It all the time, they mafr stake soma 
impression. This was one of the two place# dtera we stayed la a hotel and did 
aot have eontact with the ralesions. Ve redo from the hotel to the river ina 

tonga* which is a carriage with two seats with back to oath other, one facing 
front and the other facing hook* The passengers usually sit in the bask seat 
because It Is easier to got Into, but If you do aot watch and the tonga starts 
with e Jerk you may find yourself In the road* Vo haven’t yet, but have heard 
of people who have bit the duet* The way la through narrow streets usually, 
lined with walls or shop# with hors and there a large building* The shops are 
pitifully snmll in most oases, sometimes being merely a hole in tba wall, and 
eometliMS somebody's stairway* Often It Is only the few foot of epoow beneath 
o shop about the eiw of a show window, and the people In the lower ana must 
alt* They usually sit on the floor la the shops anyway. The tonga hae no 
springe, or at least the ones we met didn’t, mad the streets are aot what 
one would called smooths, consequently wo had a good appetite for breakfast when 
we got back to the hotel* 

Oe visited the Ashram of Father tlnolow (High Ohureh,English) at 
oona, and the Ashram of Mbatm Gandhi at Sabamatl, near Ahmodabad* To had 
a very Interesting time at both places. To ate Indian food earvsd in Indian 
fashion, which means sitting on the floor with your foot wound up In front of 
you some way so they will act got in the way, but there 1* ao way under the 
sun to keep them from going to sloop, unices it le being bora that way* Usually 
ona site on a mat or else on a am 11 platform raised about two Inc he* from the 
floor and Just 1 rge enough to double up on, with the large brass piste in front* 
fheei I say large, I me a n Just that because they are usually about It inches 
wide. Usually there ere small bowls, like finger bowls, la which to put any 
fool Milch might be ins lined to run attKud too mush, such as been soup, which is 
celled dhal, or curds, which we sail clabber, at homo, or just plain boiled milk. 
A spoon le usually provided to eat the curds, if not you drink it or use your own 
utensils cone Itlag of those fingers of the right hand, thumbs sot berrad. You 
can also the chappotlo ao a eooep* This happens to he breed in the form of a 
thin pancake,baked, and very useful at tiros. Otherwise you Just go to It and 
have a good time and than go out sad teks o hath. They take their bath before 
eating, and we needed to bathe our hands at least afterwards. 

I don’t know if you are familiar with the term Ashram or not, but out 
here It Is used to denote a religious retreat. The monhera usually live rather 
a communal life, working and eating and worshiping together, and dol g away with 
the luxuries of life as unnecessary* They ore a fine lot of consecrated people, 
but I on frank to ecsfose the routine would drive me md. Kirby lo the some way, 
1 am afraid wo an both pretty much rebels and individualists* Anyway, wo have 
to admire thus people. The Ashram at !>oon* la for men only, end because of 
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the art res* simplicity «f ths Ilf* is attractiwe to ths Indiana. Ufa la the 
Orient la extmmly simple, rants are few, and it la hard for the Westerner, 
to orate late a lose contact with then because of the ray ho liras, because they 
do not fool at ease In a Western hone and do not know how to appreciate its 
conveniences, end do know know how to ues or care for the things that a person 
from the West considers oecescary* At Poena they hare worship seven tines a 
day and yet they find tine for many things to help out in ths village or in a 
hostol for railage non, or in the railage. 

At Sabarmtl they are mostly Hindu. These people, nan and soman and 
children, ere ell pert of a large family. Gandhi la the father of than all, 
spiritually. It is a Ufa of help for one another. They do all the work about 
the place, each doing a part, aa they will not hire any work dose which they 
would rat do tnoraselrae, oven the scavenge ring. They taka turns at tho different 
tasks, except such specialised Jobe as directing the kitchen or other heads of 
departments, where s parson Is flttod for s certain thing and eonsthing everyone 
eould not suoooed at. Each person «ust do a certain amount of spinning during 
the day, usually taking aa hour for it. It a sane etrsnge to us to think of 
spinning, hut Shan you a ansi dor that ths people are desperately poor, that 90 
percent of then are agriculturalists, and that during the rainy season they era 
Idle, you can rail wo hoe a pm person can nuke hie cloth cheeper then he a an 
buy it when the only cost la ths ray material, and sometimes not that. The people 
of India were once wonderful spinners and weavers and node very fine cloth and 
hod boautlful print pattern* , hut England practically killed it in order to soli 
cloth woven in England of Indian ootton by putting exhorbltant taxes on the cloth 
that went out and raking it easier to buy cloth coming In. It was a dead industry 
and they hive been trying to revive it. 

Vhco m arrived at Sabarneti it rae Oendhl'e day of eHence, which he 
keeps H hours each weak. Necessary to do ao to gat work done, flood discipline 
also.- No p rested us with a rails and Inter sent ua *s note caking us to rake 
ourselves at hone end to see the town of >bam fished with the friends who had net 
us at the station. >*• also saw over the Ashra* Ihradibnd Is an industrial 
town, textile manufacturing. They had a big strike in 1918 and Osndhi helped 
the workers end owners to cow together and over since then they have been on 
ths boat of terra end all aim his friends and they never anticipate another 
strike as they have found out hear to git together and settle their difficulties. 
The slienee was broken at f In the evening. At that time they all go to the 
place of worship, out under the trees and sky and alt on the alean sand while 
they have songs and a talk from Gandhi and then discuss any ratters of business. 
The women ait in one part and the ran In another. There la roll call to era if 
everyone has dona the alio ted araunt of spinning. They ore all in bod by 9 3?*JK. 
and up again by 4 A.M, with worship at 4tlS, tonka to perform then breakfnst at 
4 1 30, then they go to their work at TiM and work until breakfast at 11, or they 
ray call this meal biffin, than an hour spinning and work until 4tS0 then a 
bath and clean up and auppar at 6>30. than recreation until worship at 7. 

Sir. Gandhi had a talk with ua after worship and we, or rather the 
ran, talked polities with his for aa hour. 9s rat on his bod, or ohaVka, which 
la a cot about 18 or 84 Inehea high and instead of having springs has a network 
of tape about two inches wide woven from aide to side and end to and. A rat is 
spread over this for sleeping, and rolled up in day time and the eha< n used to 
nit on with the foot doubled up under one. #e sat on a bench and numerous of 
the people of the Ashram stood grouped behind the ebakka *nd benah. It was all 
out la the open In front of Gendhl*s house. The next day we had another hour 
and a half with him in hla office, with a few acre fol orara about, end the ran 
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polltioD the whole tlm, for jnnt aunt reaamber that Politic a la the one very 
lire subject la India at this tine aad Oandhi le Inde e d and in truth the one 
principal figure* Oandhi did not talk the nay they had expected him to talk, 
and England la net acting the nay they think aha ought to aet and not acting the 
nay India rants her to aet, and things looked mighty black when the eonvereat ion 
naa finished. They hare talks! polities the length and breadth of India end are 
mightily Interested la events here, because they are going to effeet the rent of 
the world some tl?«a, and things looked awfully black* The next day the mm had 
another long talk wltk 1ST* Oandhi, and they came to a batter understand lag of 
each other's terms, and consequently slower together, but things still look 
pretty black for India, and anyone who thinks that Oandhi la a dead one or a 
hack number will have mother guess earning In January. 

80 had read so much about Mr* Oandhi being such an insignificant looking 
little nan that we wore prepared to aea anything, espeotally as ha had just re¬ 
turned from a three months hard tour of India, but ha was looking extremely wall, 
and whan one sees his smile one forgets how he looks at all, tn fact Kirby said 
that It had never dawned on him that Oandhi had a moustache until the third day 
while they wore talking ha suddenly ha pp ened to notice it* His head is shaved, 
hie ears do stick out, his upper tooth are out and ha la usually dressed only 
lm a dhoti (length of cloth wrapped around the hips and draped over the logo), 
but one forgets all this when talking to him* la has a sense of humor and a 
keen wit* its epeaks excellent clear Mtgllsh, and he has an orlered mind Mid 
being a very busy man, does not waato words, but states hie ideas clearly and 
to the point* It Is tho mind and personality of the man that gets one, that and 
his utter selflessness. Is Isn't working for Oandhi, ho la working for hie 
people and hie country* Thom Isn't any doubt about It, ho is a great and n 
good man* la doesn't wear a homespun dhoti for Chow or to attract attention, 
ha wears It to show that people cam got along with what they make themselves, 
and do not need foreign clothes* Anyone, no matter who he he, sen drees aa 
wall as Oandhi does, anyone, no matter who he be need not bo ashamed to appear 
In what ha can afford, whan the loader of them all loads In simple dress. 

Mr. Gandhi lives new an a fruit and milk diet* One thing Is his health 
the other la to cause no trouble* Be limits himself to five articles la one day, 
so that people who entertain him will net prepare too many things and too much. 

Us also eats nuts and dried fruit and stewed fruit* India has nany fruits and 
therefore he la easy to food* Mrs* Oandhi la a vary shy, quiet little person and 
always prepares his food far him. she alee travels with him to look after him* 

The people are all devoted to him at the Ashram and sail him Bapu (father) with 
jl added on tho end usually a* * title of respect* The grown people of the 
Ashram in all wet the ta n practice celibacy, so that they will have no ties of 
family to hold then beck if the country needs them at any time, and they can 
go out and work without restraint or fear for family to hold than beak. They 
have to be on probation for a year before catering the Ashram* There are now 
about 800 people* Se would not have missed it far anything, and were very 
cordially received, because Mr* C. F. Andrews wrote a letter to Oandhi, and ha 
Is the bast beloved Christian In India* Kirby had charge of Mr* Andrews program 
when he was In Amorlaa* In feet ha has been away and la at present there, but 
leaving soon* Ur* Oandhi had also read one af Sherwood*a books and had printed 
Kirby's book on ear, or parte of It, in his paper* The man had also seen a very 
great number of people Of all shades of political thought, both English and 
Indian, Mohammedan, Christian sad Hindu* This Is a groat time to be bore, and 
we are all anxious to sea What will happen at the Inhere Congress. It may be 
that dreadful thi g will fellow* 

FcCling fine, and pleased with life* Much love, 

Youre, 





Calcutta* Dece-ibor IS* 1989* 


iSU "ti) £>< Qjud '(& 


Dear Msthert 


I thought perhaps you people mi<tht like to know (something about 
the country of India. It 1* altogether different fra the desert countries 
we have peaeed through, at least the part we have aeon Is* lad la* as well 
as the others, oust depend upon water, but It le not a desert waste as is 
Iraq. They have a long rainy season and there art a numbsr of risers, and 
the farmers alee hare wells to use for irrigation. 81th these wells they 
base hugs skin buckets whieh are pullsd up by two oxen* It usually takes 
two nan to work the bucket and oxen. Ausrlca would eay use a power pump, 
but you mast re m e m ber that they do net have electricity except In the cities, 
and to begin with a pump costs money* even a pump run by oil* and the farmer 
In India has almost no money. 


The majority of the people of India* 90 $, are agriculturalists, 
and stoat the great majority of then are very poor. Indeed, many of them 
never have enough to eet ae long as they lira* and their possess lone are 
vary few indeed. They have never had many needs. The climate is warm and 
many elothea are net necessary, k'rults are rather plentiful and need little 
care, and orops could be abundant if they knew how to carts for them* ye% 
transportation, even mi the railroads Is exorbitant. It Is cheaper for the 
industries of Bon bay to get coal from ling land than froa a faw hundred miles 
up country. There are soma few people who are enormously rich* hut a very 
few. 

The real Indian requires little furniture* aa they alt on the 
floor* usually on snail mats or carpets, and as they sit on the floor to 
eat they do not need dining tables. They do net use plates and knives and 
forks f therefore that is dispensed with. They have a large brass plate* If 
they can afford it* and two or threw snail howls, the size of finger bowls 
or smaller, to use with curds or milk or bean soup, which they call Dahl, 

3aoh one usually has a brass bowl to use as a drinking vessel, and they do 
not drink directly from the tssssI* but s it her pour the enter into the mouth, 
or pour it on to the bald and drink from tha hand. The poorer people eat 
from the aame pot or alee from banana leaves. They usually do not sleep on 
beds, but roll the bedding out on the floor and sleep thus. Sometimes they 
roll the bedding out on the sharks, or wooden eet. They also use the sharks 
to alt ea In tha day time. Tha oherfcn has no springe* but las wide, heavy 
cotton tape about two inches wide* wovan from side to side and and to end. 

When given the proper attention and plenty of water and properly 
fertilised* crops are very prolific sad grow very high. There are numerous 
tress which have beautiful flowers, and polnsettas,-we11 at Lucknow, I caw 
poInsettee growing ten and fifteen or more feet high. There was a hedge of 
them at the Lucknow 91rls College whieh the sparrows used as a roosting pise?. 
Chrysanthemums also grow vary well here. I have Just seen some wonderful 
blossoms. Henl show flowers. 9111 tell you about the South after I have 
seen it. 

I attended a Hindu wedding last evening. It was in the church or 
meeting house of the Brafcmo "araaj, a sect of radical Hindus. It was vary 
much like ow? own wedding ceremony and was probably taken from the Christian 
oarsmenials. The eld priest was a very venerable looking eld fellow end he 
was ae saintly an old fellow ae many Christian preachers I htve seen* After 
the ceremony we had supper eut la a pavll Ion erected for the purpose end 
there was much delicious Indian feed end sweets. Very interesting Indeed* 

‘’Ore later, lets and lets of lore. 


Tours,effect locate ly* 




Cs louttt, December 10, 1089. 

D««r Folks t 

Well, here w* are bsok In Calcutta again sad iisud end Sherwood sro in 
the South. Since we left hare « rumth czp t y»© have Inen to Allahabad, to Delhi, to #gra 
to see the Taj Mahal, to Luoknow to nee friends, to Dens res, the holy city of the Hindus 
where the holy lenses river flows, to Poone to visit s Christian Ashram, to Gabsraati to 
see Gandhi, to Postboy end then on to Calcutta again where we eolleet ourselves end our thoughts 
snd do s bit of work - Kirby insists s greet deal of work roust be done end goes1st it os 
usual snd even induces me to do sane - then to Sentiniketen to see Tagore and to Darjeeling 
to see the nountsins, back to Calcutta for Christasa end then Z shell go South to visit 
ksdrae snd Madura end wait for Kirby to osne back free Lahore end the Indian Congress ast* 
ing* Lahore will bo a very interesting place, but sud end I prefer the sunshine of South 
Indio to the sunshine and oold nights of Lthora. 

I o»a*t remembers whethe I wrote you trim Senaroa or not, certainly net 
after being on the river, but I an sure 1 wrote from Agra. Kirby says 1 have net written 
far ages. Maybe he Is rirht, anyway he kept me eo buay last week that I had not tine to 
write letters. 


ITe did net try to see wuoh st Benares. We went to se» the life on the 
river and we sew it* For some reason or other the Canges Hirer is more holy st Benares 
than at any other place, end for another unknown reason It is holy on one aide only, be¬ 
cause if a person dies on the other side of the river he will not go to paradise or Its 
equivalent, therafore it is a barren waste* Tnere aust have been an eoonorio reason in 
tines peat, perhaps beosuee tlv* banks mi that side ere low end at flood time everything would 
be washed ewey. you east remember that the reins oerae all st ones in this land snd the 
river rises a natter of about 40 feet, end buildings an the livable aide ere built eooord- 
9ni the steps leading down froa the various temples and places are meqy in nunbar 
end built In this way to eoocamodate the people at various heights of the water, w* 
passed by the high priced beet and got into e smell rowboat which was propelled by too 
coolies and fitted with a guide, an eld men who ran about half s mile behind ear tenge 
to get the job. Th"r<■ were ethers who wanted it too. The whole aide of the river is oov- 
erad with temples end huge buildings belonging to certain rajahs snd maharajahs sad twples 
and buildings belonging to rich priests end Brahmins, sad temples end more temples snd 
burning ghats sad temples and till aere temples. Most of the buildings have snail holes 
in the sides of tie foundations snd slang the roofs in which various pigeons seke their nests 
end since no one is sinewed to kill the birds they breed end multiply beyond measure sad 
the whole sir la filled with them. The co* is s sacred animal in India, most of thee 
being whet we cell the braird, n cattle, with e hump at the shoulder, end it la a grlveoua 
ein to kill one end no hotter how old or worthless, they ere allowed to live, end to enter 
the tenples end they seemed to be endowed with the skill of goats and el Imbed the steps 
as easily as we did, end the priests sell feed for them, end have ether «eya of using them 
to get money from the poor-superstitious peasants snd pilgrims to the holy oity. %e went 
to the Golden 7<; pie, housing various shrines mads of slay and paint sd red or blue where 
people worshipped snd mede their way around amid core and piles of dirt snd rubbish and 
Fils* of old flowers used in worshipping, r;* went down to the river in the very early 
morning, eg the people whe can always came to the river fer their looming bath. They get 
down to the edge sad bathe the fees end rinse the mouth end get in end bathe the body end 
heed and drink the water, end wash out their slothes, s straight pleas of sloth, and then 
sit on the beak end recite poetry or prayers or if they do net know then end cannot reed, 

get ■ priest to read to them from the holy books, and they sit sad meditate beside the holy 

stream. Religion is e pert of their life, but It Is all so much of a jumble, it has 
brought them to suoh a pass in life that one oust feel eorry for then, though one must 
admire the way they go at it. Hinduism has seme fine things in it, just as spy ether 
religion has, but It aloe has some revolting things end some traditions snd practices that 
are mddening in the hold they have on the peopleand which really keep them elevee to 

tradition. The river wee larger end much cleaner then we thought It would be snd see 

parts of It are frightfully deep, with swift flowing water, sad the life at the sides 
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vii deoidedly interesting, yet frightfully depressing, Frankly, I sat glad I don't Ur* 
there. It is • reel stronghold of Hinduism in its various suits* and I Imagine th* ria- 
slemarie* asks shout #• ranch impression u if they butted their heads against s stone 
well, yet, if you butt often enough snd neny try it ell th* ti»*, they ra»y ns to sane 
luprossion. This wt* on# of tho two plseos wh«ro we stayed in s hotel end did ’-ot hove 
co fit not with the laiasions. v© rode fro® the hotel to th* river in s tongs, *hioh is e 
carriage with two seats .1th beet to esah other, on* facing front end the other facing 
beet. The peasengeri usually sit in the boot seat because it is easier to get into, 
but if you do rot wetoh end the tongs starts with s jerk you n»y find yourself in the 
road, *o haven't yet, but have heard of poople who have hit th* dust. The wsy is 
through narrow streets usually, lined ..1th walls or shops with her# and thers a large 
building. The shop* are itifully s^sll in oil oases, sometimes being merely a hole 
in the /.all, end aonetiaes soubbody's otairwey. Often it is only the fet feet of space 
beneath a shop about the size of a show window, and the people in the lo*®r one must alt. 
They usually ait on th* floor in the shots anyway. Th# tongs hea no springs, or at 
least th* one* we met didn't, and the strata are not what one would call smooth, con¬ 
sequently wo had a good appetite Tor breakfast when we get bask t© the hotel, 

¥■ 

%:© visited the Ashram of father *inslow (High Church, English) at Peons, 
and the Ashram of taeh&tna Sandhi at Sabaraeti, naer . hmedabed, *© had a very interesting 
time at both places, h# ate Indian food served in Indian fashion, which means sitting 
on the floor with your feat wound up in front of you in son# manner ao they will not get 
in th# way, but there la no mean* under th# sun to keep the* from going to ileep, unices 
It iB being bom that way. Usually one sits on a net or *1»* or: • swell platform raised 
about two inches fro*- the floor and jutt large enough to double up on, with th* large bres# 
piste in front. When I aay large, I naan ju«t that because they »re usually about 12 
inch*# wide* Usually there ere small bowls, like finger bowls, in which tppit any food 
which wight be Inclined to run around too much, such as bean #oup, which la ©*Ued dhal. 

Or eurds, which we call olabber, at hot e, or Jutt plain boiled milk, 1 ipoon 1* ueuelly 
provided to eat the ourda, if not you drink it or use your cam utensils consisting of 
three finger# of th* right hand, thusibe not barred. You can also the th* dhappottie *a 
a scoop* This hap ana to be bread in ( ha form of a thin pancake, baked, and very useful 
attinea. Otherwise you junt go to it end have a good time and then go out and take a 
bath. They take their bath before eating, and we needed t© bath© our hands at least 
afterwards. 


9 don't know if yen are familiar with the term Ashram or net, but out 
her© it it used t© denote e religious r treat. The member a usually live rather • ©«- 

munal life, working and eating amt worship ping together, and doing away with the luxuries 
of life id unnecessary. They ere e fine lot of oonaaorated people, but I a® frank to 
confess the routine would drive me mad. Xirb it the sa*e way* I am afraid w© ar* both 
pretty much rebels end individualista, ‘nywey, w# have to admire the©* people* The 
; abreti. at Poona is for wen only, and because of the extreme simplicity of the life la 
attractive to the Indians. life In th# Orient is extremely simple* went* are few, sad it 
x ia hard for th# weatarnar, to come into close ©onteet with them bceeusc of the w©y he 
lives, because they do not feel at ease in a ’astern homo and do not know how to appre¬ 
ciate its conveniences, and do not know how to use or care for the things that a person 
from the boat consider© neeeeeery* At <>oona they have worship seven times a day and 
yet they find time for many things to help ©«t in the village or in u hostel few college 
man, or in the college. v 

At Sobsraeti they »ro mostly Hindu, These people, nan end women and 
children, are all part of a largo family. Oendhi it th# father of them all, spiritually. 
It is a life of help for one another. They do all th# work about the plsoo, cash doing 
• part, as they will not hire any work done which they would not do thewselvea, even 
the scavenger!ng. They take turn* at the different tasks, except such spools Used job* 
as directing the kitchen or other heads of department!!, vsher* a person la fitted for a 
oartain thing end something everyone Could not succeed at. Each parson nust do a certain 
amount Of spinning during the day, usually taking an hour for iV It stem* strange to us 
to think of ■ pinning, but when you consider that tha people are desperately poor, that 90 



par eant of thorn or* agriculturalists, and thut during tha rainy swoon they to ldla, 

you eon wo 11 see hew ft person eon wake his cloth she*per than ho eon buy It when the 

only cost io the row notorial, end sonatinas not that* The people of Indio were one# 
wonderful opinnoro and ^reavers end node Tory fine cloth end hod beautiful print potterno, 
but "ngland prootiooUy hilled it in order to oell olcth woven In England of Indian ootton 
by putting oxhorbitont taxes on the cloth that went out end stoking it easier te hay cloth 
awing in* It woo a dead industry and they have been tyying te r#viw It* 

'fiber, wo arrirod at Ssbsrwati it was Gandhi*s day of silence, whiah ho 
keeps 24 hours each weak. Koeonsory to do so to got work done* Mood discipline also* 

Ho greeted us with a mails and later sent ue a note cakin' us to stake ourselves at hone 

and to see tha town of Ahaadabad with the friends who had mat us at the station# Te 

also saw over the Ashram* Abmedebod is an Industrial town, textile aanufacturlng. They 
had s big strike in 1618 end Oendlil helped the workers sad corners to co e together and 
ever since then they have boon on the best of tense end ell ere his friends* They never 
sntleipete another ttrike so the have found out how to get together and settle their 
difficulties* The silence vrsa broken st 7 in the evening* At that tins they all go to 
the place of worship, out under the trees end oky and «Jt or the elean send, while they 
have songs and a talk free Gandhi and then discuss any matters of business* The women 
sit In one part end the nan in another* Thera is roll coll to see if everyone has done 
the allotted amount of spinning* They are all in bed by 9 P. W. and up again by 4 . K. 

with worahip rt 4:18; tasks to perform, then breakfast at 6:30; then they go to their 
work st 7:50 end work until breakfast at 11, or they nay call thie meal tiffin. Thor, 
an hour spinning and work until 4;30, then a bath end cleer. up and supper at 8:90. Then 
rearcation until worship at 7* 

Mr. Gandhi had a talk with ua sfter worship and we, or rather the won, 
talked politic a with hin for an hour* tie sat on his bed, or ehekke, whiah is o cot. 
about 10 or 24 inohee high i nd instead of having springe has e network of tape about two 
Inches wide woven from aide to side and end to end* A met is spread over this for sleep¬ 
ing, end rolled up in day time end the chakka need to sit on with the feet doubled up 
under one* We eat on e bench end numerous of the people of the ;ahrem stood gro pad be¬ 
hind the ohekke and bench. It wee all out In the open in front of ”andhl*s house* The 
next day we had another hour and a hi If with him in hit offioo, 1th. a few more followers 
about, and the awn talked politics tho whole time, for you most remember that Politico is 
the one very live subject ir. Indie at this time and Gandhi Is Indeed end in truth tha one 
principal figure* Gandhi did not talk the say they had expeoted him to talk, and England 
is r ot acting tha way they think she ou-ht to act nd net acting the way Indlr wants ter 
to sot, end things looted mighty bleok when the oonvereatlea wee finished* They have 
talked politics the length end bretdth of India and sro mightily interested in events here, 
bcasuse they ere going to effect the reet of the world some time, end things locked swfully 
bleok* The next dey the non had another long talk with hr. Gandhi, and they earns te e bet¬ 
ter u»i *ra tending of each oh bar's tonr-s, end consequently closer together, but things 
still look pretty bleak for India, and anyone who thir.kg thst Gandhi is a dead one or e 
beck masher will have another guess soiling In January. 

*c had read so much sbout at* Gandhi being eueh an insignificant looking 
little man thst we were prepared to see earthing, especially as he had just returned fre* 
e three months herd tour of Indie, but he wea locking extremely well, sad when one ease 
his smile one forgets how he looks at silt In fact Kirb said that it had never *med 
on him th»t Gandhi had a moustache until tha third day while they were talking he suddenly 
happened to notice it* Mis heed la shaved, hie ears do stiok out, hie upper teeth are 
out and he is usually dressed only s dhoti (length of cloth wrapped around tho hips and 
drsned over the lags;, but one forgets all this whan talking to him* H« he* a sense #f 
hwaor and a keen wit* He speaks excellent clear English, and he a on ordered mind and 
being a very busy men, does not weate words, 'ut artoa his ideas clearly and to the coiiW 
It la tbs mind end personality of the men that gets on*, that and his utter selfleesuete* 
Be isn't working for Gandhi, he la working for hie people and hie country. There isn't 
any doubt about it, he Is s greet end • good man* He doesn't wear a homos>un dhoti for 
stew or to attract attention, be wears it to shew that people eon get along with whet they 





4 


make themselves, end do net need foreign slothes. Anyone, mo metier who he he, eon dress 
es well *8 Qendhi does, anyone, no setter who he be need net be ashamed to appear in w nat 
he o»n efferd, when the leader of thorn ell leads la simple drees. 

Mr. Qendhi lives now on a fruit end milk diet. One thing Is his health, 
the other Is to cause no trouble. Re limi t. himself to fire articles in one dey, so that 
people who entertain him will not proper# too smny thlnrs end too muoh. He also eats 
rota end dried fruit end stewed fruit. Indie has many fruit# and therefore he 1# easy 
to feed* Mrs. Qendhi Is s Tory shy, quiet little person and always prepares his food for 
him. She sleo travels with him to look after him* The people are all devoted to him 
at the Ashram and osll him Bepu (father) with j* added on the end usually, as e title of 
respect* The grown people of the Ashram all preetiee celibacy, so that they will have no 
ties of family to hold thm beok if the country needs them at any tine, and they can go 
out and work without restraint or fear for family to hold them beek. They have to be on 
probation for a year before entering the Ashram. There are now about 200 people, he 
would not have Diesad it for anything, and were very cordially received, beoause Mr. C. F. 
Andrews wrote a letter to Qendhi, end he is the beet beloved Christian in India. Kirby 
had ohsrge of Mr. Andrews* program when he was in America. In feet, he has. been away end la at 
present there, but leaving soon. Mr. Qendhi had else read one of Sherwood*s books and had 
printed Kirby's bo- k on war, or parts of it. In his paper* The s«en had also seen a very 
great number of people of all shades of political thought, both English and Indian, koharv 
sedan, Christian and Hindu. This is a groat time to be here, and we are all anxious to 
see whet will happen at the Lahore Congress. It may be that dreadful things will follow* 

Fooling fine, and pier sed with life. Much love. 


Tours, 


/y 



